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Next Meeting: May 16, 7:00 PM
Karp Room, San Leandro Library
Dahlia folks,
Time is flying. Barry said I am late on this newsletter so it is my fault.
A big thanks to those that helped at the tuber/plant sale. I believe we would
have done better if we had more product to sell. (Hint, hint, hint.) When we got
home from the sale we only had about 4 trays of plants. I took the tubers and
checked them over and put them in 4" pots and had about 5 trays of them. The
cuttings were very slow this year and we had a lot fewer than usual. Perhaps
we should put off our sale a week or two. That would give time for more
cuttings to be ready.
Perhaps by the time we have our meeting we will have a place and date for
our show. As of now, no word from the library. They say they have a lot of
applications to sift through.
Didn't I tell you about the slugs and snails this year. Every time I pick
something up there are slugs under it and probably a snail on the side. We are
really concentrating on getting rid of these guys. If you have pots that have
curved rims, look under the rims and most likely you will find snails. Pick up
the pot and you will probably find slugs. (We will have to check with Curtis. He
might want the snails for an eating delight.) Our chickens really like the snails if
we don't give them too many at a time. The slugs not so much.
Hope to see you at the meeting!!
John
Refreshments will be provided by:
Maren and Roy and Bette Stier
Next Month: Deva and JoAnna

Minutes - March 21, 2017 Meeting
7:00 - Karp Room
Presiding: John Morton Members present: 23
Old Business
Motion made and seconded to change flower of year from Light Accord to Just Married.
Curtis Maxwell has resigned from Board of Directors. John stated that for present time, he, Dennis,
Chris and Deva will remain as board members.
New Business
John stated that library person [Yolanda ?] informed him that first weekend in August not available
this year for our annual dahlia show. We have also had loss of locker space. He stated that he will try to
remain in contact with her as to any other possible date that might become available.
Continued damp weather has promoted the abundance of slugs and snails in our area. No absolute
remedy to get rid of them.
New 2017 membership forms. If not up to date on payment of dues, names have been removed
from the listing.
D.J. and Paige Ecklebarger ---former members---- now living in Idaho. Survived their 1st winter
snow. No dahlia groups in their areas and gardeners are called ''farmers''.
Barry Hart looking for members to sign up for refreshments for several monthly meetings in the next
few months. The signup sheet was filled through October.
Beverly continues to have gopher problems even with use of ab''black hole trap'' and
''Macabe?'' trap.
Treasurer Report----Dennis Stone--- Bills presented for payment by Curtis and Beverly.
Minutes from previous meeting approved. Spelling of Lou Paradise's first name to be corrected.
Curtis proposed a ''dahlia sale today'' sign. Motion made and seconded to allow for up to $200.00
purchase.
Beverly placed notices in S.L. Times and C.V. Forum regarding our annual plant sale at Root Park
Sat. April 29th. She also had printed multi signs of this sale for posting in the community.
Chris reminded all members that potential dahlia buyers at the sale usually
have questions about the planting.
1. Good to place stake near eye of tuber. Easier to locate early growth.
2. Avoid use of chicken/steer manure at time of planting cuttings can burn the roots.
3. Soak tuber once at time of planting ----then leave alone, but cuttings need to be checked
frequently [could be daily] for moisture.
4. Ask buyer where he/she lives as location makes a big difference for successful planting
outcome. May need to plant deeper and provide more shade in warmer areas.
Price of plants to remain same as last year. $3.00/tuber and $5.00/cutting.
Curtis brought in his seedlings that have developed from his original planting earlier this
spring. Hopefully a ''best' and ''ugliest'' bloom contest will take place at a fall meeting. He also went
through a review of classifications like color, form, and size. Roy reminded us that this information and
more could be found in our yearly Classification and Handbook of Dahlias.
Meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm
Minutes submitted Maren Giannini

John will be leading a discussion as to what we should be doing with our
dahlias, now that they are in the ground.
We'll all be sharing what's going on in our yards, the good and the bad.
It's important to get on top of problems quickly!
Some photos from the April meeting:

DJ and Paige

Membership News:
On Friday, May 5, John, our beloved president, learned that even though you might
have the green light to go through an intersection, there just might be someone who
is not being careful!
An approaching vehicle suddenly made a left turn right in front of him and John
simply didn't have time to react and avoid hitting it. It was totally the other driver's
fault, but his truck got severely damaged. Luckily, no one was hurt.
Here's what happened to his truck:

