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Next Meeting: January 19th, 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Zoom Meeting hosted by Ellen Muir, San Leandro

Dahlia Folk,

It is a new year and we hope we will be able to get back to normal before the year is out. Zoom
became a household word and that is how we met for most of the last year. As you remember, we
were unable to hold our annual tuber/plant sale at Root Park this last year. Several of our computer
minded members took the tubers by the stalk and we held a virtual sale which kept dahlias on our
minds early in the year. As the year went on and show time drew near, it was obvious that we could
not have a show. With pictures from our yards once again our computer gurus set us up a dahlia
show on line with the public choosing the winning dahlias. I really appreciate all the hard
h
work the
members of our society did this last year and I confess, I had little to do with any of it. Thanks to all.
Our next meeting will to help with understanding the forms of dahlias. I will admit it is hard to tell the
difference between a ball form and a formal decorative form. How can you tell the difference between
a Semi-Cactus,
Cactus, Incurved Cactus or Straight Cactus. What is Laciniated Dahlia? Learning these
terms will help you become dahlia judges. Even if you aren't a judge you can learn what the forms
are that you like and why you like them. We encourage the new growers to be at this meeting to
learn about forms and the experienced growers to help explain some of the terms we might not
know. It is our hope that later in the year we can have a judging seminar in person. Imagine that!!
We regret to announce that Dick Kohlschriber from the former clubs in Southern California has
passed away. Dick was an old timer in dahlias when JoAnna and I first joined the society in the '80s.
He Bob Miller (not our Bob Miller) and Pat Cunningham would be in our area every other year for the
annual dahlia conferences and were part of the dahlia folk that we always looked forward to seeing.
Just to let you know, I have either seen or heard from sev
several
eral dahlia growers from other societies
and they all seen their best wishes and hope we can have shows where we can see each other this
year. Eric Gaensler, Lou Paradise, Bob Papp, Kristine Albrecht and Mark Oldenkamp all wanted to
say "Hi."
See you on Zoom Tuesday,
John

San Leandro Dahlia Society Minutes
November 17th 2020 at 7pm on Zoom Hosted by Ellen Muir
Presiding --- John Morton, President

Present 16 members

Our November meeting opened on Zoom with 16 participants.
The minutes were quickly approved and we heard a Treasurer report from Dennis. The members who won in
our virtual flower show will be paid in the coming month.
Diva lead our election of new officers of the new year ahead. With a strong yes, all were approved and will be a
great team for our society in the upcoming year. Our President, John explained in detail what each position
actually is held responsible to do. Much goes into each job, some reporting to many levels of command.
Chris Dix was given the vote to purchase $400 of dahlia tubers. These tubers will be passed out amongst the
members in future meetings.
Curtis Maxwell gave an update on Root Park here in San Leandro. Overall the garden did well this summer,
and he will be digging up tubers and dividing in 2 weeks. Next year, Curtis will be growing his dahlias at the
Lake Merritt Garden in Oakland.
Member discussed their garden status and lots of storing of tubers were discussed.


-Roy Stier shared his wisdom of his success through all the years. Roy digs up his tubers, separating
them and then storing them in an old set of drawers. He lines the drawers with peat moss, and adds a
light layer of potting soil over the tubers. Very important to make sure the tubers don’t touch each other
as this could help them rot over the winter. Storing them in his shed, it is important to check on the
tubers every couple weeks to make sure the soil isn’t too dry or mildew has set in.

Methods of conditioning one’s soil was discussed.





Oakland Zoo’s own compost, Zoo Poo is a local favorite. Free to all.
Roy Stier shared his favorite soil enhancer- chicken manure. Purchased at a local organic chicken
farm, Glaum Egg Ranch, in Carlitos . Well seasoned, it has been a favorite source for about 10 years.
Fall has always been a favorite time to enhance the soil by gardeners. If your compost is “hot” it has
time to season before the tubers are planted in April.
Bob spoke of planting cover crops. He is using mixed legumes, fava beans used by some all add
natural nitrogen to our soils.

Andrew has some storage boxes he is gifting anyone who needs some. They are made from styrofoam and
have lids.
Our next meeting in December will have a mini raffle and we will decide what is our Society’s two flowers to
grow by all this next season.
With gratitude in our hearts for our members and our gardens, the meeting ended at 8:30

Secretary ----Peggy Murphy

SeaSon CheerS to all – More dahlia pictures from our show

