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Next Meeting: July 21th, 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Zoom Meeting, San Leandro

Dahlia Folk,
We are looking forward to the next Zoom Dahlia Meeting. We are lucky that in this
time of our lives we have gotten so far that we can meet virtually and hardly miss beat.
Although you hear this all the time it needs to be said again. Wash your hands, wear
your masks and stay distanced.
Curtis has been exploring the best way we can have a show virtually. At our meeting
we will share what he has come up with and ask your input on how we are doing.
Bring your issues, bugs etc. and we will try to gi
give
ve you help with them. I will tell you
that we are having a lot of problems with mildew. This is very early for this problem.
Enough said. Looking forward to our meeting,
John

San Leandro Dahlia Society Minutes
June 15th 2020 at 7 pm on Zoom Hosted by Ellen Muir
Presiding --- John Morton, President

Present 17 members

Our monthly Dahlia Meeting was held on June 15 with the aid of Zoom. 17 members logged in
successfully from the comforts of their homes.
Our President John Morton opened the meeting by giving an update on Tony Palacios’s wife, Jacque
who is currently recovering from double knee replacements. Doing well, Tony is busy caring for his
wife and his garden at Casa Peralta.
We welcomed our newest member Josephine Sommer to our society.
Curtis Maxwell is selling Stylet oil in small bottles for $3 each. Stylet Oil is an organic liquid that is
mixed in a 1 gallon sprayer at a rate of 2-3 Tbsp/1 Gallon of water. It is an excellent foliar spray to
control bugs eating your Dahlias and to control powdery mildew. Due to Stylet being an oil product
that is organic, it is toxic to bees so should be applied to the plants as dusk is approaching and when
the bees are no longer flying.
Calcium Nitrate will also be available for purchase. Curtis has 3 pound bags for $3. Mix 1-2 Tsp to a
gallon of water in a sprayer will give your Dahlias a boost of calcium and nitrogen, leading to greener
leaves. This calcium solution may be sprayed in the mornings because it does not harm the bees.
Diane Bond will be selling MSU orchid fertilizer for $5.50/ 1 pound bag. Made especially for feeding
orchids, some have found it to be great for the dahlias. 1-2 teaspoons per gallon may be either
applied in a sprayer or to the dirt.
Curtis organized a Saturday morning meet up at Root Park when these products would be available.
If anyone is unable to come at this time, just reach out to Diane or Curtis.
Zoo Poo produced by the Oakland Zoo is a free product that can be used to apply around the dahlias.
Due to the SIP, we are currently unable to pick up any zoo poo, but it is a great product to know for
the future weeks ahead.
Ellen, our Zoom host, carefully put a great show of photos submitted by some of our members and
their gardens. We enjoyed pictures from Ginger, Ellen and Deva’s gardens. The pictures prompted a
healthy discussion of how to debud our dahlias, trouble shoot potential signs of bug infestation versus
virus and the how to of adding a drip system to our garden.
Sadly we won’t be holding our Annual Society’s Dahlia show this year due to the continued SIP and
Social Distancing guidelines of the State. Many are brainstorming how we might have some kind of
“show” this year. More to follow next month.
Our meeting ended with a video Ellen played by the name of “Growing Dahlias in Containers” by
Steve Nortowski.
Meeting Adjourned
Secretary ----Peggy Murphy

