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March 2026 Meeting

Tuesday, March 17, 2026

Social Hour: 6:30 - 7:00 PM

Meeting: 7:00 —9:00 PM

Church of Christ

601 MacArthur Blvd

San Leandro CA 94577 (parking in the rear)

Bring to March 17 Meeting
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March 2026 L
Meeting ytﬂ//V

Opening Remarks/Welcome Ellen Muir
5 min
Introduction of visitors, new members Ellen Muir
10 min
Announcements All
5 min
Approval of minutes
Ellen 5 min
Treasurer’s Report
Frances Kawaguchi 5 min
PSW Conference Feedback Ellen Muir
5 min
Raffle
Program
Curtis Maxwell & Chris Dix 30

Curtis will take us through the ADS website, lots of information in it. Then Chris will give an overview of using the
classification guide for new members and other members who don’t know how to use it. And then a brief tutorial on
waking up tubers.

Raffle
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President’s Message

Dear Dahlia Friends,

March is when preparation turns into action. Soil beds are being amended, garden tools
are being cleaned and lubricated. Cuttings are rooting in greenhouses and sunny
windowsills.

Now is the time to be “waking up” your tubers aka breaking dormancy. If you dug,
divided and stored your tubers, bring them into a warmer environment, check for rot
accurate labeling. At this stage, the eyes may start to become visible or may have pre-
sprouted. We want to have quality tubers and plants for the April tuber sale and spring

~ planting. This process will be reviewed at the March meeting.

- The April 25th Tuber and Plant Sale is coming quickly. Set up starts on April 24 th
~ beginning at 1 pm. We need help with sorting, pricing, signage and day-of-sale shifts. If
you have not signed up yet, please do on the google sheet link in the newsletter.

Members who participate as sale volunteers earn a discounted price at the sale. Not
everyone has inventory to donate, but we still need your involvement. Even if you can
only come for a short shift, it will make a difference.

See you soon,

Ellen Muir, President




Meet Our Leadership Team

Frances Kawaguchi
Treasurer Board Member Board Member Board Member
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SLDS Flowers of the Year 2026

J’s Venus
Elliot



March 17, 2026

April 7, 2026

April 12,2026

Saturday, April 25, 2026

June 2, 2026

Saturday, June 6, 2026

July 25,2026

August 8 & 9 2026

August 15 & 16, 2026

August 22 & 23, 2026

September 1, 2026

September 5 & 6, 2026

October 2026

Planning begins fall 2026

November 17, 2026

Highlighted text indicates SLDS home club

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

SLDS General Meeting

TBD, Proposed Quarterly Board Meeting

Central Coast Tuber Sale, 1-4

SLDS Tuber/Small Plant Sale

TBD, Proposed Quarterly Board Meeting

San Leandro Cherry Festival

Judge Training Seminar

Central Coast Dahlia Show

Dahlia Society California Show

Monterey Bay Dahlia Show

TBD, Proposed Quarterly Board Meeting

SLDS Dahlia Show, Lake Merritt,

Autumn Lights Festival

2027 February PSW Conference

SLDS Elections
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Meeting
Minutes

February 2026




Minutes - San Leandro Dahlia Society

February 17, 2026
Social time started at 6:30
Members in attendance: Nancy Ashman, Jeff Bennett, Beverly Dahlstedt, Chris Dix, Cristina Estrada, Marilyn Fong, Ellen James, Robert Johnson, Frances
Kawaguchi, Jon Kawaguchi, Curtis maxwells, Joe Meylor, Ellen Muir, Leslie Servin, Purnima Sreenivasan, Kristi Whitfield, Erin Wurgley
Ellen called the meeting to order at 7:10.
Announcements:
Jeff Bennett: Iris show April 23-May 15 Thursday through Sundays, 10- 4 at 400 May Road, Union City. Free - beautiful irises!!
for Diane Bond: S.F. Orchid Show - S.F. Hall of flowers
Feb 26 - March 1
Frances: Daffodil Show first week of April - Alden Lane Garden Center, Livermore
Board meeting, Feb. 9:
* We still need a recording secretary. Is it you?
* Board approved purchasing a flame retardant pop-up as needed for the Cherry Festival. Cheaper to buy than to rent.
*April 25 - tuber sale 10AM - 1 PM $8 tubers, $12 cuttings and more for the KA variety (very popular)
9 AM members only discount if you have helped with the sale.
Ellen shared Frances’s spreadsheet, itemizing the tubers and cuttings you might donate to the sale.
*Linda Bailey is still working on the garden signs, looking for a better price.
* Kristie and Frances: There is a San Leandro cultural grant available for non profits up to $5,000. They have applied for the grant.
Minutes: Curtis moved and Marilyn seconded that the minutes be approved as presented in the newsletter. Passed.
Program: Curtis presented a power point presentation of the “Best of 2025,” new hybrids with a score of 85 or higher. The presentation is also on the ADS
website. Hint: find what you like and wait a year, as they will be easier to find and cheaper to buy.
Raffle ... thanks!
More program ... Chris demonstrated making cuttings from pot roots. He cut the stem just above a set of leaves and then cut that stem just below a set of
leaves. The stem must be in contact with the planting medium. Light and heat help form the roots.
Seed continued from last month. Now that the seed are started, place them in a seed medium. It’s like planting a tiny plant. Basically, that’s what it is.
The meeting adjourned at 8:40.

Respectfully submitted,
Beverly Dahlstedt
(NOT) recording secretary



Get Ready for our April Tuber & Plant Sale!

Our club’s major fundraiser, scheduled for Saturday, April 25, will be here before you know
it!

Here’s a guideline if you are planning to donate tubers or cuttings to our annual
fundraiser. Please have them prepared and ready for sale BEFORE bringing
them to our sale site at the Mulford Garden Clubhouse on Friday, April 24 (or
before):

1. Rinse or brush off soil and other loose material off your tubers. Do not
bring them still in their soil media. No one will have time to clean off
tubers.

2. Besure any tuber you donate has an EYE. (See illustration at right for
examples.) If you can’t determine if your tubers have eyes, bring them
to the next meeting for assistance, if possible. Volunteers will be setting
up for the sale that Friday and may be too busy to inspect every tuber.

3. Make sure the name of the tuber/plant is readable and has the
CORRECT NAME of the dahlia written. Do not use INITIALS or
ABBREVIATIONS.

4. At least one week or earlier, email a PHOTO of each dahlia cultivar to be
donated to frkawaguchi@gmail.com which may be used on either a
label or a picture. Tuber/plants are most likely to sell if the buyer knows
what the plant will look like.

Remember, that the inventory we sell will help fund our club’s activities,
especially our annual Dahlia Show in September! Let’s ensure the good quality
of our tubers and plants.
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Tuber Sale and Plant Sale April 25th -All hands needed

Our SLDS Tuber & Plant Sale is coming up on April 25, with setup and donation drop-off on April 24. This is our biggest fundraiser
of the year, and we truly need all hands to make it a success.

April 24th Set up and tuber/plant drop off All donated tubers should be healthy, clean, free of dirt, peat or storing material, clearly
labeled with the name &amp; size and grouped in a bag with the name on the outside with

like cultivars. If possible, circle the eye or make an arrow to it with a sharpie ahead of time.

How you can help now:

» Send in your list of donated tubers/plants using the inventory sheet

https://tinyurl.com/Sale-tuber-plant-list

* Include a photo of each variety if you have one, with the name on the front

* Prepare tubers so they’re clean, labeled, and grouped by cultivar before dropping off
Note for 2026-dropping off includes placing them in the appropriate size area basket
Volunteer** opportunities include:

Setup, Navigators, Inventory & Photo Crew, Roving Helpers, Pre-Check, Merchandise, Cashiers, Membership, Growing Info
Station, Refreshments, Cleanup, and Plant Daycare.

Please sign up for a role and shift here:

https://tinyurl.com/Sale-sign-up-2026

Event timeline:
* Friday, April 24: Setup 12—1 PM; Donation drop-off 1-5 PM
« Saturday, April 25: Final setup 8-9 AM; Members sale 9—10; Public sale 10-1:30;

Cleanup follows

Thank you for supporting SLDS and helping make this year’s sale our best yet. 11
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**\/olunteer Roles

Inventory Photo Crew-collect lists of donations from members &amp; match with existing or create new photo cards
in the month before the sale.

Logistics-table (in & outside), and signage set up, including outside signs on fence corners. Pick up and return extra
tables, signs, handouts, bookmarks, baskets at Casa Peralta storage.

Navigators-as donations arrive, direct members to the sections where they may place their tubers in the marked
baskets. If no basket exists, make a new one. Rearrange inventory as needed to make space for donations.

Roving helpers/Experts-answer questions from the buyers, guide them to their size/section of interest, answer
growing questions, provide containers/bags, etc.

Pre-check helpers-count the sale items for the cashiers, direct buyers to the merchandize table and cashiers

Merchandise Table-T-Shirts, Aprons, Hats for sale. Help buyers choose the correct sizes prior to check out.

Refreshments
Clean Up Crew

Cashiers 3 9-11 &; 3 11-1-using an Ipad/Square device, log in cash and credit sales (post tech meeting for more meat
description. Must attend a Zoom training session in advance.

Membership Recruitment-sign up new members separately from sales input their info into a laptop or people who
want to be on the sale/event email list

Growing Information- demonstrations on how to plant, stake and manage fertilizing and spraying for pests and
powdery mildew.

Refreshment Coordinators-Arrange or brew coffee and tea Saturday am. Furnish water and sodas for lunch. Order
and pick up pizza for Saturday lunch at the close of the sale. Clean up kitchen at the end of the sale

Clean up crew- Wipe down all Mulford tables and chairs and store. Sweep floors and wipe surfaces. Bag up trash and
recycling and remove to dumpster. SLDS must supply rags and cleaning supplies.

Plant Daycare - inevitably we have left over stock that members are asked store or pot up (ask for 4” pots) and care
for until the Cherry Festival on June 6 th tuber &amp; plant sale booth




Meet our new addition . . . . Mulford Garden

Mulford Gardens Park is a nonprofit community park at 13055 Aurora Dr in San Leandro. It is run entirely by
volunteers.

In March 2025, Mulford Gardens Improvement Association (MGIA), invited SLDS to
start a dahlia garden on a small plot in their park. MGIA was familiar with our club
because we had rented their clubhouse for our annual tuber sales in recent years.
With major help from members Jon, Ellen, and Cris, the plot was cleared, prepped,
piped, and ready for planting by mid-June. Jon tended to the garden throughout
the summer to observe how the dahlias adapted to the new environment. While

we started a little late in the season, dahlias were growing through December!

It seems ideal to primarily grow local California cultivars, especially those developed
by San Leandro members, so that they do not die out. Tubers and cuttings from
these dahlias will be sold at our annual tuber sale and Cherry Festival as well.

As our tuber sale will be at this park, we will be able to have planting demonstrations happening along with the
sale. Perhaps newer members will gain experience and confidence in planting their own tubers by helping in
the garden. Jon is looking forward to a teaching environment.




w. S Time to renew on its way . . . . Membership Renewal
10111 L, San Leandro Dahlia Society Annual Dues

9 3 Please remit by May 1, 2026
8 L 4 Term May 01 2026 - April 30 2027

Our local society dues are $10, collected annually. Please use these links, fill out the form, to
renew your household membership. The national American Dahlia Society (ADS) dues are
separate and collected directly through their own national website.

REGARDLESS OF HOW YOU PAY, please fill out the linked form and email or mail the following
information to: LindaBaileyl37@gmail.com

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAlpQLScYtSVQp88qWkXMvVKLSKdfK3MQQANnzsSNO3M
E3l1e2-7Zk 3g/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=104848666985940142458

* Name (of all members)
e Address
* Phone number
* Email address
IF WE DON’T HAVE YOUR EMAIL, WE CAN’T CONTACT YOU

Considering that our annual dues are a bargain by most standards, we welcome additional
donations and show sponsorships with sincere appreciation. We are a non-profit organization.


mailto:LindaBailey137@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScYtSVQp88qWkXMvKL8KdfK3MQQAnzsSNO3ME3l1e2-7Zk_3g/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=104848666985940142458

Membership, Term for SLDS is from May 01 2026 - April 30 2027

SLDS membership is $10 annually for your family

Three options for SLDS membership:

1. VENMO:
Pay $10 to: san leandro dahlias@sanleandrodahlias
(NOTE spaces in name are important)
Our account has a picture like this.

In the note write that this is your 2026 membership WITH YOUR NAN

2. PayPal:
Pay $10.30 to: San Leandro Dahlia Society, Inc
In the note write that this is your 2026 membership
WITH YOUR NAME

3. Pay By Check:
Send a check payable to San Leandro Dahlia Society for $10 to:
Linda Bailey
832 Santa Maria Way
Lafayette, CA 94549
In the note write that this is your 2026 membership
WITH YOUR NAME

15



Do You Need A Name Tag? $10

Curtis Maxwell is graciously ordering name tags for our new members.

If you do not have a name tag, email Curtis with the correct spelling of the name
you want on your tag. The price is $10. SLDS members wear them at conferences,
shows, sales, and events so the public knows where to go for questions.

Contact Curtis at cgmax@sbcglobal.net.

Dahlia 2025 SLDS Show Photos

Jong Lee, Olivia Colt Lee’s husband, volunteered to chronicle our 2025 SLDS Show. Here are
the results of his hard work, incredible photos of the beautiful blooms and beautiful people. Please enjoy!
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1mnmBiZqoihaOY CPfKjfSdaVnOOJrcY Gd?usp=sharing
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Pacific Southwest Conference News

Welcome Sierra Nevada Dahlia Society W

The Pacific Southwest Dahlia Conference welcomes a new member

This year we are happy to welcome the Sierra Nevada Dahlia Society based in Reno, Nevada to the Pacific Southwest Conference. We are
looking forward to meeting their members at the PSW Annual Conference at the Capitola Mall on February 28th. Please check out their
website https://www.sierranevadadahliasociety.org/ to learn more about their club.

San Leandro Dahlia Society Well Represented at PSWC!

Nineteen members of the San Leandro Dahlia Society attended the 75th Pacific
Southwest Dahlia Conference on February 28th hosted by the Monterey Bay Dahlia
Society. Over 150 dahlia lovers were present. At my first PSWC in 2019, 50
members attended. In seven years, dahlia growers and new dahlia vendors have
exploded locally and across the country.

San Leandro donated a silent auction basket thanks to Frances, Beverly and others.
The Sierra-Nevada Dahlia Society was voted into the PSWC unanimously during the
business meeting.

Monterey Bay presented a great diverse program and debuted an electronic raffle
system that kept proved to be very effective at getting us out of our seats and hunting
for our prizes.

Emily Fontes’ dahlia documentation slideshow, the show reports and the dahlia society
annual reports will be forwarded by the MBDS and included as a link in the newsletter or
sent in a separate email, if it arrives after newsletter publication.

February 27, 2027, the San Leandro Dahlia Society will be hosting the 76th PSWC
Conference at the San Leandro Senior Center. We need all who have event planning,
technical, raffle and organizational experience to step up as we start to plan. Please
start thinking of topics/speakers and experiences that would be of interest to a diverse
group of growers and suggest them at our meetings.




San Leandro Dahlia Society Well Represented at PSWC!
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Pacific Southwest Conference News Continued

Central Coast Tuber Sale

Tuber Sale Date: Sunday April 12th 1 to 4 at The United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall, 1515 Frederick
Street San Luis Obispo CA 93405.

Prices: TBD. Prices may go up this year. Last year 7 per tuber, 12 per cutting. A board meeting this week will
decide prices.

CCDS Show: 8/8 and 8/9 United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall 1515 Frederick Street San Luis Obispo CA
93405

Flowers of the Year: Misfit Kaleidoscope and Raeann's Tiger's Eye

Misfit Kaleidoscope Raeann’s Tiger’s Eye
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Meristem Culture Project Recent News

Jim Helig sent this. These little sprouts are after
two months of very careful scientific nurturing.

They are now nearly ready to begin more
normal and rapid development.

The photo appears somewhat blurry as they are
growing in a small glass jar

Curtis Maxwell

Diane Bond is spearheading a club project with her friend Jim at Huron Plant Technologies

to propagate virus clear dahlia plugs via meristem cultures. Here is a link to learn more

about the process. https://mybiologydictionary.com/meristem-culture-for-virus-free-plant-propagation/
The Board and members voted to invest funds for Jim to propagate virus free plugs for our

two 2026 flowers of the year: Venus and John Morton’s JJ’s Elliot. Diane is transporting

the chosen tubers to Jim to start the process.

Jim is also selling a handful of plugs of a handful of dahlia cultivars at Huron Plant Technologies.
Diane is in contact with Jim frequently through their orchid community and offered to pick up plugs
ordered by members.

20



American Dahlia Society Upcoming Shows

2026 — August 27-30 — Western Michigan Dahlia Society will host at the
Frederik Meijer Gardens and Sculpture Park, 1000 E Beltline Ave NE,
Grand Rapids, MI. Subscribe for show updates. or
https://westmidahlia.com/ads-2026-show-newsletter/

Upcoming Shows

2026 — August 27-30.

Western Michigan Dahlia Society
will host at the Frederik Meijer
Gardens and Sculpture Park,
1000 E Beltline Ave NE, Grand
Rapids, Ml 2026 NATIONAL DAHLIA SHOW
Subscribe for show updates. GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN

2027 — The Rochester N.Y. Dahlia Society is hard at work planning a
great show.

2028 - The Greater Philadelphia Dahlia Society was recently chosen to

host this show at Longwood Gardens. .


about:blank
https://westmidahlia.com/ads-2026-show-newsletter/

WANTED, FOR SALE, MISCELLANEOUS

Curtis Maxwell needs a few healthy tubers of Maya Zoe if
anyone has some to spare. His all turned to mush in storage.
cgmax@sbcglobal.net

Iris Show April 23 to May 15

Thursdays through Sundays 10 am to 4 pmMark your
calendars for the annual

Iris Explosion at the Iris Garden at Dry Creek Park
500 May Road

Union City, CA

Parking is on the right before the gate. Follow the signs up the

road to the Iris Garden. If a visitor is unable to walk up the road, send someone up to ask
for the gate to be opened. Member Jeff Bennett will be present to answer all questions
about irises and the other plants while you snap photos of the beauties.



Desperately seeking.....

We are running a few tubers through virus remediation process with Huron
Plant Technologies. In order to do that we need some tubers. If anyone has
tubers of the following cultivars they would be willing to donate:

+ Maya Zoe

JJ's Elliot
Melanie Carrier
Caroline Lannes
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Huron Plant Technologies

https://www.huronplanttechnologies.com/dahlia-plugs

Rooted cuttings free from the following viruses:
DCMV, DMV, TSWV, TSV, CMV, and TSWV.

Huron Plant technologies is a new
company in the Salinas area that is
remediating plants from 6 of the
most common viruses. Diane has
been talking about them in the last
few months.

If you would like to see how a virus
remediated plant grows for you, you
can order some. Prices for rooted
cuttings are $20 (except KA cultivars
are $25). Contact Diane if you are
interested
(bonddiane9@gmail.com). You can
see what is available on his website
(see above). BUT- order through
me and | will pick them up (no
shipping charge).

KA’s Peppercorn
2515

3001

Karma Choc
7307

AC Rosebud
3113

24
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NEEDED

Event Coordinators R BT
Event coordinators are needed to take charge of each of our 2025

annual events, with the support of club members. Think about which
interests you.

* Tuber/Small Plant Sale > April 25, 2026

e San Leandro Cherry Festival >June 8, 2026

* Judge Training Seminar >July 25, 2026

e Autumn Lights Festival > October 2026

e 2027 February PSW Conference >planning begins fall 2026

Meeting Raffle Volunteer

A popular feature at our monthly meetings has been a raffle of mostly
garden related items donated by attendees. A volunteer is needed to
distribute and collect raffle tickets (furnished) and depending upon the
number of items donated, pull names from the raffle coffee can
between meeting agenda items. It is an easy job, and you will earn
plenty of smiles from the people whose names you call out. If you are
willing, see Ellen before the start of the November meeting.



Send newsletter content, comments, suggestions by 5 pm
2nd Tuesday each month to LindaBailey137@gmail.com
or

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1JTFSWfKFXU7dL4
SDdZrRtGIUC-9bZGDe?usp=sharing

SLDS Website: https://www.sanleandrodahliasociety.org/

SLDS Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/243574223716397

American Dahlia Society
https://www.dahlia.org/
2026 0310
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