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Letter from the President
Dear All,

It is difficult to know what to write this
month. January began on a sad note with
the loss of our friend and fellow gardener
Roy Stier on January 8". Roy was a kind
and generous grower who loved his
dahlias. Please see more about him in our
current newsletter.

Our January meeting met the goal of
creating community and fun. After a tasty
potluck, complete with wine, we enjoyed a
lively White Elephant Gift Exchange. In
demand items were a fancy wine opener
and a treasure basket of worm castings /
Innoculant / seeds.

Judging from the levity, this may end up being an annual tradition. At the end of
the meeting Olivia Colt volunteered to be our secretary for 2025! Many thanks to
Linda Bailey for stepping in for the past few months.



If the winter short days are getting you down, | learned that daylight is increasing by
3 minutes per day until May.

January / February is a time of new beginnings, resolutions for some, and
reevaluations for others. In the world of our gardens, we are searching for sprouts,
braving online dahlia purchase wars, starting seeds and cutting beds, checking on
stored tubers, planning garden layouts, purchasing amendments, and dreaming of
the season to come. It is an opportune time to declutter our garages and storage
sheds and sharpen tools. In the process, if you find any duplicates, reusable tools or
treasurers, please set them aside for raffle prizes at future meetings or to donate to
the PSW Conference raffle.

We look forward to joining many of you at the Pacific Southwest Conference in San
Luis Obispo on February 22", The organizers reported that 99 individuals are
registered. This may be the biggest conference in recent history.

Our February meeting will offer a demo on making cuttings and seed germination.

The April 19" Tuber/Plant sale is rapidly approaching, and cuttings are a popular

method to increase dahlias. We will also be planning our SLDS activities for 2025.

What more do you want in 2025? How can the club support your journey? Bring
your brainstorming selves to a fun activity.

See you soon

Ellen



February 2025 Meeting

Tuesday February 18, 7:00 PM

Church of Christ

601 MacArthur Blvd

San Leandro CA 94577
(parking in the rear)

AGENDA Tuesday, February 18, 2025
Opening remarks - Ellen Muir
Introduction of visitors and members
Announcements Approval of minutes
andTr eas urepant 0 s
Board Meeting Minutes
Program
Cuttings demonstration T Chris Dix
Planning for the Year 2025
Announcements and Closing
Next meeting March 18, 2025
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SLDS Meeting Minutes
January 21, 2025

Members Present

Julie Cronin Sabrina Almazon Gary Eldridge
Hensl Lise Evie Fitzimmons Quamrun Eldridge
George Massey Brigitte Lossing Christina Estrada
Chris Dix Frances Kawaguchi Christina Walker
Patricia Niven Troy Kawaguchi Kaylee Walker
Bob Dahlstedt Jon Kawaguchi Amelia Walker
Beverly Dahlstedt Ellen Muir Curtis Maxwell
Olivia Colt Linda Bailey Diane Bond
Marilyn Fong Deva Loventhal Lana Starr

Jong Lee Jeff Bennett Ron Wurgley
Monique Bjondid Jeremy Walker Peggy Murphy
Kevin Murphy Leslie Servin John Morton

Erin Wurgley Patricia Millar

6:30 Meeting called to order by President, Ellen Muir.

Saturday, April 19t tuber sale, w o nb& table to get leftovers from Dahlia Society of
California (DSC), if we get any tubers and cuttings, use for Cherry Festival, June 7.



SLDS Meeting Minutes
January 21, 2025 (continued)

Mulford Garden Improvement Assn would love us to put in a garden. Seventeen of
their trees blew down in storms four or five years ago and have been removed to
make a sunny area. Ellen met and reviewed the site, water is close to planting area.
Those interested need more space to grow and would like to participate see Ellen.
Christina Estrada and Francis Kawaguchi interested. They would like to create a
tiered landscape, located by the driveway in a very, very sunny area.

Motion to approve November 2024 minutes, seconded, Minutes approved.

Pacific Southwest Conference, San Luis Obispo, February 22 expected to be a
good time. If you have raffle items to put on raffle table, we are going to try and do a
group basket from SLDS. At next meeting in February, if you have something to
contribute, please bring it. If you can think of something East Bay related that would
be great.

Eric Gensler, Dahlia Society of California (DSC) San Francisco, looking for ride to
the Pacific Southwest Conference. Poll of who is going just for the day. Organizing
car pools.

Evelyn Fitzsimmons (Girl Scout) sent around sign up to order cookies.
I



SLDS Meeting Minutes
January 21, 2025 (continued)

Introductions of all attendees

Delicious Potluck

White Elephant Game

QuamrunEldridge and Ellen Muir conducted the
White Elephant Gift Exchange game. Members
participated by bringing a wrapped gift.

Marcia Pat
BB-LC-LB
Hybridized by Curtis Maxwell

A wonderful evening

Transcribed: Linda Bailey, Acting Secretary

Coseytown Lion Mare
NX-OR



SLDS Secretary at Last!

Insipic
NX-V

A shout of gratitude to Olivia Colt who volunteered to be our 2025 Secretary. You
may remember her from the delicious meal she and her Salt & Honey staff served
at our 2024 Show at the San Leandro Library. Many thanks to Linda Bailey who
graciously took the minutes after Ginger Porrill moved to Oregon this summer.



2025 Officers and Board of Directors

President: Ellen Muir T

Vice President: Chris Dix

Treasurer: Frances Kawaguchi

Secretary: Olivia Colt

Board Members: John Morton
Quamrun Eldridge

Cristina Estrada

2025 Society Chairpersons

Ad Hoc Fiscal Oversight: Kristi Whitfield
Archivist / Historian: Jon Kawaguchi
Cherry Festival TBD

Classification / Seedlings / Hall of Fame: Louise Henriksen NX-DB
Facebook: Beverly Dahlstedt and Kristi Whitfield
Flower Sales: Patricia Millar

Garden Club Outreach: Chris Dix, Patricia Niven, and Beverly Dahlstedt



2025 Society Chairpersons

Hospitality: Marilyn Fong
Instagram: Louise Henriksen
Judges and Education: Curtis Maxwell
Mentorship: Curtis Maxwell
Membership: Diane Bond
Newsletter: Diane Bond
Programs: Quamrun Eldridge
Publicity: Beverly Dahlstedt

and Louise Henriksen
Raffle Donation: TBD
Show Manager: John Morton
Show Scoring Program: Kristi Whitfield
Tuber Sale: Frances Kawaguchi
Webmaster: Beverly Dahlstedt
Youth Garden: Sabrina Almazan

Youth Outreach: Christina Walker

Kari Blue

The society is in need of a Cherry
Festival Coordinator and Raffle
Donation Coordinator.
Contact Ellen if interested at
sldahliasociety@gmail.com



mailto:sldahliasociety@gmail.com

Board Meetings Announced / Scheduled

The SLDS Board and Committee Chairs/Project Leads meet 4 times per year to
propose activities, review budgets and reporting needs, etc. It is open to all
members. We will meet at 7 p.m. via Zoom on the following dates:

February 11, April 1st, July 1st, October 7t

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81091221526 Garden Club Outreach
Meeting ID: 810 9122 1526

Are you a member of another
garden club, or group that is
interested in learning more about
dahlia culture? We have a power
point presentation and experienced
member speakers that enjoy
sharing their knowledge. We count
among our members Iris, Daffodil,
Orchid, Camelia, and
Chrysanthemum experts.  Would
you like to share your passion at
one of our meetings? Contact
Ellen, Quamrun or Leslie for more
information.




Cherry Festival Coordinator Needed!
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June 7" is the San Leandro Cherry Festival. We need an individual to
organize a team of volunteers for the setup, plant sales, handouts, and clean
up, etc. There is also a parade from the San Leandro BART to the library, that
could be a great time to highlight our society and our booth. One Zoom call the
month before the event is required with the festival committee, in addition to
enlisting volunteers to nurture plants, set up our booth, assist with sales and
provide buyer planting TA. What can you do? We will plan together at our next
meetings. Contact Ellen if interested at sldahliasociety@gmail.com
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Cherry Festival Coordinator Needed!

San Leandro D
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Setting up for the 2024 Cherry Festival



Annual Potluck Tuesday, January 21, 2025

Our annual potluck is a time to share a meal and have fun. Many brought family
members to participate with us. By tradition, members brought a food dish to share
and their own plate and cutlery to decrease waste. Water, coffee, tea and napkins
were provided by the club. And Marilyn brought her wonderful collection of tea cups
to lend a sense of class to the event. This year, we held a White Elephant Gift
Exchange game. Participants brought a wrapped gift, some with a dahlia connection.

Eden Lillian
B BB-IC-Yellow 3402
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Many new members and those that had busy
schedules to make it to a meeting, took this
special time to join in the fun. For some, it was
their first meeting; for others their second.
Regardless, it was a warm and friendly way to
catch up and to start thinking about the new year
and growing those new blooms!







Quamrun and Ellen called out the

numbers for all par
White Elephant

ticipating in the
gift exchange,

including Chris, John, and Curtis.

Some had their
during the process.

gifts Ast ol en



Tubers for Cuttings Needed

A Do you have some highly
desirable or rare cultivars that
would make great cuttings for
the Spring Sale?

A Chris Dix volunteered to
make cuttings for the club at
the Lake Merritt Gardens
greenhouse. Please bring your
labeled tubers to the February
meeting for Chris.



Historian / Archivist of the San Leandro
Dahlia Society Update

In late January 2025, Frances and | visited John
Morton. He gave me six boxes of San Leandro
Dahlia Society material which included albums,
files, photographs, programs, show schedules,
etc. dating from the 1930s to 2000s. Most of the
items were originally kept by Eleanor
Bolesworth, who was the Secretary for at least
fifty years. Due to the age of some of the
material, some of the items are showing the
ravages of time. | 0 still in need of additional
photographs and information about the SLDS
shows (which includes flowers of the year, show
information, show winners and name of the
exhibitors, etc.), other events such as the Cherry
Festival, Autumn Light Festival at Lake Merritt,
County Fair demonstrations, PSWC Conference
sponsored by the SLDS, etc.); photographs and
information about community gardens such as
Casa Peralta, Gardens at Lake Merritt, etc.

China Town
NX-PR

| 6 im the process of scanning
material, newspaper clippings,
photographs, etc. that | have
received from John. | plan on
adding them to the soci et
Google cloud account to ensure

all of these important historic
items are saved.

Jon Kawaguchi



Mulford Gardens Park and Club Public Garden Opportunity

Our April 19 tuber sale will be at
the same location as in the last 3
years. While booking the venue,
they asked if our club would be
interested in creating a dahlia
garden on the site. Mulford
Gardens was established in 1940 as
a non-profit neighborhood park that
rents the site for weddings and art
events. They are working to
beautify the park with a new play
structure and native plants. We are
in the early discussion stages and
were offered a full sun site near a
water source (see photos). Would
you like expand your dahlia footprint
in San Leandro? Committed
volunteers are needed to participate
in design, planting and ongoing
care. |Is this you? Please contact
Ellen at sldahliasociety@gmail.com
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Mulford Gardens Park and Club Public Garden Opportunity




