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Letter from the President

Dear All,

Welcome to 2025 and the Year of the Snake. According to Chinese
astrology, the Year of the Snake is associated with transformation,
renewal, and spiritual growth. Snakes are known for their ability to
shed their skin, symbolizing the process of letting go of the old and
embracing the new.
The San Leandro Dahlia Society happily grew this year in membership and activities. We spent
more time in the public eye, with our Cherry Festival, Alameda and Santa Clara Fair booths,
flower sales at our annual show, the Autumn Lights Festival and a workshop at Evergreen
Nursery in San Leandro. These activities would not have been possible without the behind-the-
scenes planning and our members’ enthusiastic participation. The consensus at the November
meeting was to “do it again” in 2025.

January is a great month for purchasing new tubers, planning garden layouts, starting cuttings
and enjoying the rest and respite from gardening forced by the winter weather and rain.

See you at the January 215t meeting at the Annual Potluck. | am looking forward to breaking
bread and more with all of you.

Stay healthy,

Ellen



SLDS Meeting Minutes
November 19, 2024

Members Present

Julie Cronin, Siobhan Moher, Jon Kawaguchi, Frances Kawaguchi, George Masey, Hensl Lise,
Kathy Gerdts, Deva Lowenthal, Chris Dix, Beverly Dahlstedt, Nancy Clancyy, Patricia Millar,
Marilyn Fong, Craig Callihan, Cristina Estrada, Jeff Bennett, Ellen Muir, Tara Frost, Janina
Konopka, Brooke Robbins, Diane Bond, John Morton.

Tuber Sale Discussion

Spring 2025, dates of other clubs to coordinate, discussion of members only and public
sale separately or together. Inventory and photos library is strong from last year’s efforts.
Cherry Festival backup to sell remainder of tubers and cuttings. Need volunteers to keep
plants alive for Cherry Festival. Other Bay Area club donate leftover tubers to our club.
Inventory by March is ideal. Preference to choose tuber sale date earlier. Chris Dix,
Frances Kawaguchi, Kristi Whitfield to discuss separately with Ellen Muir.

Election
Ballots distributed by Ellen Muir

Ballots counted by John Morton



SLDS Meeting Minutes
November 19, 2024 (continued)

Presentation

Jeff Bennett, Dry Creek Gardens, historical photos, artifacts Native Americans, sponsored
music, dancing, parties, entertainment to attract land buyers. Cottage 120 years old still
standing, bridge has been replaced recently, water towers present, along creek stone wall
built 1930

November Election Results LY PR T 7SS
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2025 Officers and Board of Directors r

President: Ellen Muir

Vice President: Chris Dix

Treasurer: Frances Kawaguchi
Secretary: Vacant
Board Members: John Morton, = ’

Quamrun Eldridge, Cristina Estrada

Transcribed: Linda Bailey, 2025 0103
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Annual Potluck Tuesday, January 215 @ 6 p.m. Family Members Welcome

This is our annual time to share a meal and have some relaxing fun.

This year we will have a gift exchange game. Bring a wrapped gift for the White Elephant
Gift exchange if you would like to participate. Bring a food dish to share and a plate and
cutlery for each member of your group. By tradition, our club has been “green” at our
meetings as we are in our gardens. Water, coffee, tea and napkins will be provided by the
club.

Where: Church of Christ, 601 MacArthur Blvd, San Leandro
When: Tuesday, January 21stat 6 p.m.
Who: Members and their Families

What: Bring a dish to share, plates and cutlery, and a wrapped white elephant gift.




Tubers for Cuttings Needed

* Do you have some highly
desirable or rare cultivars
that would make great
cuttings for the Spring Sale?
Chris Dix volunteered to
make cuttings for the club at
the Lake Merritt Gardens
greenhouse. Please bring
your labeled tubers to the
January meeting for Chris.



HISTORIAN / ARCHIVIST OF THE
SAN LEANDRO DAHLIA SOCIETY

At the September 2024 meeting of the
San Leandro Dahlia Society (SLDS),
Ellen Muir passed around a sign-up

sheet for volunteers to sign-up for a DAHLIA TIMES
variety of officers, director positions, February 2023
and committee / event chairperson

positions. |, Jon Kawaguchi, sighed up Santeaiiro Dahlis Sacety

for the Historian / Archivist for 2025.
One of my goals is to gather as much
of the History of the SLDS which Photograph is the cultivar Claude Carrier originated by Curtis Maxwell.
includes the newsletter Dahlia Times;

Claude Carrier
Photo Diane Bond

photographs and information about SLDS shows (which includes flowers of the year, show
information, show winners and name of the exhibitors, etc.), other events such as the
Cherry Festival, Autumn Light Festival at Lake Merritt, County Fair demonstrations, PSWC
Conference sponsored by the SLDS, etc.); photographs and information about community
gardens such as Casa Peralta, Gardens at Lake Merritt, etc.; information about the history
of the society, society board information, etc. | plan to scan material (hard copies) |
receive, and digital files/photographs received, and add them to the society’s Google
cloud account to ensure all of this important information, photographs, etc. are saved and
placed in one place.



HISTORIAN / ARCHIVIST OF THE
SAN LEANDRO DAHLIA SOCIETY

I’'m also interested in compiling a list of
cultivars (and photographs) hybridized
by current and past SLDS members

DAHLIA TIMES
such as the one shown on the front February 2023
cover of the Dahlia Times February
2023 (shown right) which is Claude San Leandro Dahlia Society

Carrier created by Curtis Maxwell.

Claude Carrier
Photo Diane Bond

So far, | have gathered the newsletter
Dahlia Times of the San Leandro
Dahlia Society from 2015 to 2024
from the society’s website. I'm in
need of the Dahlia Times prior to
2014. In addition, | have a few bits of
information that | have gathered from the society’s website. If anyone has any materials
(information or photographs) that you think are important or have historical value about
the society, you can pass along the materials to me at one of the society’s monthly
meetings, or you can send it to me at mogeura@aol.com, or contact me and | can
arrange for a time to pick up the materials.

Photograph is the cultivar Claude Carrier originated by Curtis Maxwell.

Jon Kawaguchi


mailto:mogeura@aol.com

2025 Flowers of the Year

Each year dahlia societies choose an open center and formal decorative bloom for a
featured competition in our respective shows. Members from any of the Pacific
Southwest can enter the competition. Here are the specially selected ones from each
society for 2025.

Society Fully Double Open Center

San Leandro Hollyhill Daydream RaeAnn’s Antares
San Francisco
(DSC) Eden Alice Bumble Rumble

Central Coast 20t Ave Memory RaeAnn’s Wild One

Monterey Ba Ty Royal Ed’s Bee Jam




Dennis Stone -Treasurer for Life no more

Dennis likes to say that when he was elected as Treasurer 18 years ago that he did
not know he would be in the role “for life”. At that time, John Morton had been the
President for 12 years so he might have had a clue! Dennis was a prize-winning
dahlia grower in Hayward for many years. After his move to Modesto a few years
ago, the conditions have been, shall we say, “extreme and challenging”. Dennis
said that he plans to continue growing dahlias and is teaching his son some of the
finer points. We want to thank Dennis for his many years of service, writing all
those checks for reimbursement and dahlia show prizes and filing the state forms
among other tracking tasks. Dennis can now be free to focus on his full-time role as
a parent to his son James, the light of his life. Thankyou, Dennis!
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Don’t forget to sign up for the annual gathering of the five PSW societies. This year it
will be hosted by our newest club, the Central Coast Dahlia Society.

The special rate hotel reservation deadline is January 22"
For more information:

https://www.centralcoastdahlias.org/psw-dahlia-conference.html



https://www.centralcoastdahlias.org/psw-dahlia-conference.html

PSW Conference Raffle Items

* Traditionally, there is a fun raffle at the
annual conference with everything from
new cultivars, cuttings, garden related
items and more. This year there will be a
beautiful quilt. If you have items to donate,
bring them to the conference. If you are not
planning to attend but have an item to
share, please bring it to the January or
February meeting. The San Leandro Dahlia
Society is contributing a BAY AREA BASKET
for the Silent Auction. Bring your
contributions to the next meeting please.
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Want Ads and Notices

This is a page that we can all share
with each other.

* |fyou have some dahlia related
material to share, send a note

and we will get it in the want ads.

* |Ifyouwant something. A specific
tuber, some fertilizer, some help
with a growing problem, send a note
and we will get it in the want ads.

* |fyou have a gardening/plant
related notice (like a show or sale for
another society), send a note

and we will get it in the want ads.

Send a note to:

* bonddiane9@gmail.com

if you want to put somethingin
the want ads.



mailto:bonddiane9@gmail.com

Want Ads and Notices
WANTED:

Recording Secretary

Requirements: Ability to take notes and synthesize our monthly meeting content and
send the minutes to the Newsletter Chair for publication in the Newsletter and
participate in Quarterly Zoom Board Meetings

Benefits: The continual gratitude and appreciation of the members who could not be
in attendance and without the meeting minutes would not know what they missed.
And especially the Board of Directors.

How to Apply: Contact the President or Board Members at the next meeting or
SlLdahliasociety@gmail.com

WANTED:

| am seeking photos of cultivars developed by our own members,
whether they are still available or not. They do not have to be the
show winners, but it would be nice if they were entered in any of
the shows. Besides adding to the club history, they would be a
good library for us to use for possible advertising, posters, or t-
shirt designs, to name a few possibilities. Please contact
Frances Kawaguchi (frkawaguchi@gmail.com ) if you can help.



mailto:SLdahliasociety@gmail.com
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Want Ads and Notices

Diablo View Orchid Society

Orchid Show and Sale
Saturday February 8, 2025
10am —4pm
* Displays of beautiful orchids
* Orchids and native plants for sale
* Educational talk on orchid care
and culture

7 nd San Francisco Orchid Society Presents:
Pacific Orchid Exposition Show and Plant Sale

Cal State East Bay, Concord Campus
4700 Ygnacio Valley Rd, Concord
Admission $7, $5 with this card
Children 12 and under free

www.dvos.org

JN

: County Fair Building .
1199 9th Ave.

San Francisco, CA

Feb 28 - Mar 1, 2025 10am - 5pm Preview Night:

March 2, 2025 10am - 4pm Feb 27, 2025 6-9pm
(Must be 21 and older)
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