
DAHLIA 
TIMES
November 
2025

San Leandro Dahlia 
Society



October 18, 2025

Social Hour: 6:30 - 7:00 PM

Meeting: 7:00 – 9:00 PM

Church of Christ

601 MacArthur Blvd

San Leandro CA 94577  (parking in the rear)

November 2025 Meeting



November 2025 Meeting Agenda

• Opening Remarks    Ellen Muir    10 min
• Introduction of visitors   Ellen Muir    10 min
      and new members  
• Approval of minutes   Ellen Muir    5 min
• Treasurers report    Frances Kawaguchi  5 min
• Election     Linda Bailey   30 min
• Finalize 2026 Activities/Programs  Ellen and All   45 min
      and Chairs         

• Tuber sale- April 25
• SLDS show- August 29-30
• Cherry festival- June 8, 2026
• Autumn lights- ??
• County fairs- ??
• Pre conference (2027 PSW
      Dahlia Conference)

• Announcements and closing  Ellen     15 min

Next meeting
Potluck January 20, 2026



Dear All,
The shorter days make it hard to accomplish much in the garden. Winter is 
a good time for indoor tasks such as sorting and packing saved seeds, 
making lists of tubers that you want to purchase for your 2026 garden, 
compiling and printing photos of tubers that you plan to donate to our sale, 
cleaning and sharpening tools and noting the dates of dahlia supplier sales 
on your calendar along with a link to their website.

Explore the Dahlia Addict site https://dahliaaddict.com/  for information 
about supplier opening dates, the trivia page and where to find that bloom 
that you are searching for.  The minimal annual subscription fee gives you 
access to loads of information. 

Letter from the President 

Winter is also an opportunity to log into the American Dahlia Society (ADS) Judging Training Modules 
https://www.dahlia.org/member-info-page-new/judging-member-info-page/.

ADS members can learn dahlia terminology, numbering systems, the forms, sizes and judging standards 
for the American Dahlia Society sanctioned shows.  

May the change in weather bring you a much-deserved rest from your garden chores.

Best regards,
Ellen 
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October 2025



October Meeting Minutes 10/21/25 (1)

Members present:  Frances Kawaguchi, Ellen Muir, Quamrun Eldridge, Purnima Sreenivasan, 
Marilyn Fong, Leslie Servin, Kathy Gerdts, Patricia Millar, Craig Williams, Craig Callihan, Linda 
Bailey, Erin Wurgley, Curtis Maxwell, Julia Cronin, Cristina Estrada, Joe Meylor, Chris Dix, John 
Morton, Deva Lowenthal, Kristi Whitfield.

The meeting was called by order by President Ellen Muir.  Introductions of new members, 
Purnima, Joe and Craig and existing members.  Approval of August minutes, John Morton, 
seconded by Leslie Severin.  Approval of September minutes by Kristi Whitfield, seconded by 
Quamrun Eldridge.  

Thanks for the volunteers at Autumn Lights at Lake Merritt.  It was warm and festive. The 
flower bouquets were a hit. We sold 2 t-shirts and had many signups for the show and sale. 



October Meeting Minutes 10/21/25 (2)

Linda Bailey discussed the 2026 Election of Officers for the term beginning Jan 1, 2026.  Send 
nominations by November 11, 2025 to Linda Bailey, Grantsky1@icloud.com.  Voting will occur 
by ballot at the next meeting, November 18.  Members unable to attend the meeting in 
person may vote by email.  Thank you for their service. Current Board Members and 
Committee Volunteers introduced themselves and gave a description of their duties. Each 
current board member indicated a desire to continue in their position.  A nomination and 
volunteer signup sheet was passed without any other additions.
  
Officers, Board and Committee members quarterly via Zoom or as needed:  
• President:  Kristi Whitfield, nominated by Ellen Muir, seconded Beverly Dahlstedt

Kristi declined nomination.  Ellen Muir has volunteered to be President another 
year.

• Vice President:  Chris Dix will continue
• Officer Secretary:  OPEN
• Officer Treasurer:  Frances Kawaguchi will continue
• Board Members 1, 2, 3: Cristina Estrada, John Morton will continue.  Quamrun Eldrige was 

nominated by Ellen Muir and Ellen Muir indicated interest in an available ad hoc board 
position.   Ellen contacted Linda to say that she would be willing to serve as President for 
2026, if the coordination of each of the annual events is managed by members.  She would 
like to mentor a President for 2027 during the 2026 year if she is elected.   

mailto:Grantsky1@icloud.com


October Meeting Minutes 10/21/25 (3)

Volunteers are needed for ongoing Committees and as SLDS Event Coordinators.  Several 
members will continue, others need immediate coverage.   
• Outreach/Speakers 
• Membership, Newsletter:  OPEN IMMEDIATE NEED
• Publicity, Garden Club Outreach
• Hospitality
• Social Media/Instagram/Facebook
• Mentorship, Judge Education
• Youth Outreach
• Ad Hoc Fiscal Oversight
• Other  
SLDS CONSTITUTION and By-Laws approved by members on February 15 2022.docx (1).pdf - 
Google Drive
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October Meeting Minutes 10/21/25 (4)

Flower of the Year discussion.  JJ Elliot, a fully double, yellow laciniated nominated by Curtis 
Maxwell, seconded John Morton.  Open centered Venus, orchette, nominated by Cristina. 
Discussion of availability to club members may be a concern.  Ellen and Cristina have tubers 
that can be propagated.  An alternate open center may have to be selected, if sufficient 
cuttings are not available. 

Ellen Muir, President, discussed and handed out a Calendar of Upcoming Events and 
mentioned the organized documents on club Google drive.  

The remaining program portion was presented by Kristi Whitfield and Chris Dix who 
demonstrated methods to divide tubers.

Submitted by:  Linda Bailey, November 6, 2025 



Flowers of the Year 2026

JJ’s Elliot

Venus



Mulford Garden Picnic and 

Tandi Family Garden Tour
Although it rained in the morning, the October 25 picnic at Mulford Garden 
Park the picnic and tour went on as planned.  Mario made the clubhouse 
available for our indoor picnic and we had more than enough food to share.  
Frances, Jon and Troy created a welcome table that was protected by a pop-
up canopy from the rain and dripping trees. The dahlia garden was in full 
bloom and impressed the several Tandi Family Garden Tour members that 
stopped by.  Dahlia knowledge was shared by Quamrun, Cris, Ellen, Jon, 
Frances, Craig and Troy.     Kudos to Jon and Frances for showing off what the 
SLDS can grow. 



Mulford Garden Picnic and Tandi Family Garden Tour



Mulford Garden Picnic and Tandi Family Garden Tour



Mulford Garden Picnic and Tandi Family Garden Tour



ADS Membership Management System (MMS)

The American Dahlia Society is launching a new membership management system. 

Information will be in the December ADS bulletin. Once the new MMS is fully 

developed, all ADS members will receive instructions for setting their own 

username and unique password. This allows them access to the newly created 

online members portal for managing their membership.  Eventually this portal will 

have many resources and useful information for members.  In addition, ADS 

members will receive dues reminders via email prior to and after their membership 

anniversary date.



American Dahlia Society Upcoming Shows 

2026 – August 27-30 – Western Michigan Dahlia Society will host at the 

Frederik Meijer Gardens and Sculpture Park, 1000 E Beltline Ave NE, 

Grand Rapids, MI. Subscribe for show updates.  or 

https://westmidahlia.com/ads-2026-show-newsletter/

2027 – The Rochester N.Y. Dahlia Society is hard at work planning a 

great show.

2028 – The Greater Philadelphia Dahlia Society was recently chosen to 

host this show at Longwood Gardens.
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PSW CONFERENCE
The Monterey Bay Dahlia Society is the host of the 2026 Pacific Southwest Dahlia 
Conference (PSWC) scheduled for Saturday, February 28, 2026, at the Capitola Mall.  
Registration information will be forwarded when received.  



January SLDS Meeting & Potluck Social  

Our January 20, 2026 meeting we celebrate our year together and break bread 
together.  We will begin setting up at 6:30 with dinner at 7. Bring a dish to share and 
your own plate and silverware. Members will decide at the November meeting if they 
want a repeat of the Secret Santa 2025 event or a Raffle for All activity and who will be 
the Santa or Raffle caller. 



NEEDED

Event Coordinators
Event coordinators are needed to take charge of each of our 2025 
annual events, with the support of club members.  Think about which 
interests you.  
• Tuber/Small Plant Sale > April 25, 2026
• San Leandro Cherry Festival >June 8, 2026 
• Judge Training Seminar >July 25, 2026
• Autumn Lights Festival > October 2026
• 2027 February PSW Conference >planning begins fall 2026

Meeting Raffle Volunteer 
A popular feature at our monthly meetings has been a raffle of mostly 
garden related items donated by attendees.  A volunteer is needed to 
distribute and collect raffle tickets (furnished) and depending upon the 
number of items donated, pull names from the raffle coffee can 
between meeting agenda items.  It is an easy job, and you will earn 
plenty of smiles from the people whose names you call out.  If you are 
willing, see Ellen before the start of the November meeting.
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