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April 2024 Meeting

Tuesday, April 16, 7:00PM
Church of Christ

601 MacArthur Blvd

San Leandro CA 94577
(parking in the rear)

NO ZOOM THIS MONTH




April 2024 Meeting Agenda

* Opening remark Chris Dix
* Introduction of visitors Chris Dix
and new members
e Approval of minutes Dennis/Chris Dix

and treasurers report
* Board Meeting report Chris Dix
e Tuber Sale Discussion John Morton \
* Mentorship group

discussion Curtis and Chris Dix
e Cherry Festival Peggy
* Closing and announcements Chris Dix

* Next Meeting May 21, 2024




March 19, 2024 Meeting Minutes

Meeting started at 7:12pm

Members in attendance

Curtis Maxwell Diane Bond Ellen Muir Craig Callihan

Kristi Whitfield Marilyn Fong Beverly Dahlstedt Deva Lowenstal
Quamrum Eldridge Chris Dix Jon Kawaguchi Frances Kawaguchi
Ginger Porrill Christina Walker  Leslie Servin Cris Whyte

Patricia Malar Jeff Bennett Sabrina A Peggy Murphy
Dennis Stone Loretta Pauline Gilbert Janina Konopka
Cristina Estrada Julia Sebastian Chevon Sebastian Hensl Massey

George Massey

Visitors
Lana
Allie
Shavon

DSC (San Francisco) has changed their flowers of the year.

Membership Dues

SLDS dues can be paid electronically ($10). Diane will be sending a link.
ADS dues are to be paid on ADS site (dahlia.org)

« $30 for individual, $ 35 for family



March 2024 MeetingMinutes (continued)

Member introduction
February minutes approved
Treasurers report was approved

Kristi Whitfield gave a lecture on how she plants her dahlias:

« She is following suggestions of Kristine Albrecht in her new book (Dahlias:
Seed to bloom. The Dahlia Growers Companion).

« Discussed use of Mycorrhizae inoculating (she uses Mykos brand, available on
Amazon).

« Showed photos of the cover crop experiment at Casa Peralta.

Diane Bond gave a lecture on how she does her garden:
Fertilize with MSU

Spray with horticultural oil EARLY.

Remove lower leaves as plants grow.

Thin shoots to 2-3 shoots/tuber.

Resources:
« D&S Garden Supplies, 130 Dolittle Dr #17, San Leandro.
« Urban Ore, 900 Murray St, Berkeley



March 2024 Meeting Minutes (continued)

Raffle for tubers/plants

Curtis spoke about the mentoring program. He is going to create a
list of contacts of volunteers for newbies to contact.

Ellen looking for volunteers for plant and tuber sale
Jeff Bennett spoke about biochar and gave samples.

Meeting ended at 8:52pm



Letter from the President

Dear Dahlia Friends,

What could be better than the great spring weather that we are
experiencing? Spring feels like hope for me. The cherry trees,
camellias, orchids, bulbs of all kinds and more are in bloom. It

is an exciting time. Today | heard the music of several birds, that
have been quiet all winter.Even when the rain returns, spring has
sprung as they say.

Many of us are plotting and planning how we will fit in all our
stored tuber favorites, the tubers we purchase in the dahlia vendors online frenzy and the

ones we have yet to purchase at ours and our partner Pacific SW Dahlia Society sales. Are
any of you familiar with the video game Tetris? It requires the players to move and drop
blocks into a rectangular space. My garden layout is beginning to resemble that game but
the garden planting plan promises to be more challenging.

We had a lively March meeting! We enjoyed presentations on different strategies to prep
and plant dahlias by Kristi and Diane and Jeff shared enough gallon Ziplock bags of the rich
biochar produced by the park district for each member present could take some home to
experiment in their garden.

Thanks to Chris Dix, Quamrun and others we each member present was able to choose a
raffle ticket prize of a cutting or a tuber to add to their collections.



Letter from the President (continued)

Curtis initiated the discussion of an SLDS Mentoring Program
where new members are paired with experienced member
volunteers to provide growing guidance, be available to answer
questions and be available to give support including in person
when possible. At the April meeting, we will break down into
small groups to share ideas on how this could work.

The May 4th Tuber sale is quickly coming up. Thank you to
those of you who already volunteered to help. Many hands are
needed to make the sale a success as it is our San Leandro
Dahlia Society major annual fundraiser of the year that pays for
our annual show venue, ribbons, cash prizes and more. All
members that participate will be entitled to a member discount
for tubers and plants at our sale. See below for the online
planning meeting. Check your emails for the invitation.

We welcomed several new and returning members at our
March meeting including; Pauline, Cristina, Julia, Shavon,
Janina, Lana, Ally, George and Hensl. We are so happy to have
you join us. WELCOME!!



Tuber and Plant Sale -May 4th

A picture is worth a thousand words

This adage is especially true at our upcoming tuber sale. Who can imagine what a
brown lumpy tuber will look like when in full bloom? Photos Make the Sale. And the
sale is our big annual fundraiser. That is why we need a list of what tubers or cuttings
that you plan to donate to the sale May 4 th Sale by Saturday April 20 th . The Dahlia
Society has an alphabetical collection of photos taken by members and downloaded
from public domain sites of over 700 dahlia cultivars that have been sold in previous
sales. The American Dahlia Society lists over 10,000 cultivars on their online
Classification Guide. Every year, new cultivars are added increasing the need to add to
our catalog of photographs annually.



Tuber and Plant Sale -May 4t"

Here is what you can do. By April 20 th or earlier, send the list of what you expect to donate and
include:

Name-ADS # (if known)-Size-Form

E.g.: Gloriosa-2014-B-Formal Dec

See below for an example in spreadsheet form.

Name ADS # Size Form Color
Blizzard 4001 | M FD White
Bride-To-Be 7301 WL White
Center Court 2001 | B FD White
Nana's Sweet Pea (2) 3513 | BB LC DB
Wanda's Aurora 10 | AA FD LB
Clearview Peachy 6004 BA PINK
Dr. John E Kaiser 2112 | B ID FL

Send your lists to our SLDS email: SLDahliasociety@gmail.com
A list in an email or spreadsheet format is welcome. If you do not know the ADS # don’t worry. We
group the tubers and plants by SIZE and FORM.

You can also use the link below to log them into a shared Google Drive document:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1k_Qp7iE2Fm4Kb5f4CqPipGfOe2w1nRK4iC4GgtGPrB
A/edit?usp=sharing

Send an email to the above address or call Ellen at (510)220-7665 if you need assistance or
have questions.


mailto:SLDahliasociety@gmail.com

The San Leandro
Cherry Festival

The San Leandro Cherry Festival is June 1, 2024.
The one day Festival celebrates the past, present
and future. The first Cherry Festival was in 1909,
during a time when many areas of San Leandro
were filled with thriving cherry trees.

Our San Leandro Dahlia Society is excited for the
first time participating in the Festival. Dahlias are
the City Flower and it seems like a natural for our
club to be part of the tradition of the Festival.

Our Society will have a both near the Casa Peralta
on W. Estudillo. We will be selling memberships,
dahlia starts and swag. It is an ideal time to teach
the community how to grow dahlias and nurture
the beautiful blooms. Come visit our booth on
this Day of community fun and share the growing
spirit of Dahlias. Members are encouraged to
volunteer and Show your Dahlia Pride.




Dahlia growers who
cannot get on the ground
can find creative solutions




Flower of the Year-Plan Ahead

Our PSW Conference Societies choose two flowers of the year to be highlighted
at their shows. Now is the time to order, ask around, share, propagate or
otherwise search for those special cultivars.

Society Fully Double Open Center

San Leandro Bloomquist Jean Sandia Summertime
Verrone’s Morning

San Francisco (DSC) Kenora Jubilee Star

Central Coast Skipley Spot of Gold Kelsey Annie Joy

Nicholas Kelsey Annie Jo




It is time to renew your membership

Membership term for BOTH SLDS and ADS is From May 01 2024 - April 30 2025

SLDS membership is $10 annually for your family

Three options for SLDS membership:

VENMO:

Pay $10 to: san leandro dahlias@sanleandrodahlias

(NOTE spaces in name are important) In the note write that this is your 2024 membership WITH
YOUR NAME

Our account has a picture like this.

q San Leandro Dahlias
‘ pSanLeandroDahlias

PayPal:
Pay $10 to: San Leandro Dahlia Society, Inc
In the note write that this is your 2024 membership WITH YOUR NAME

Pay By Check:

Send a check payable to San Leandro Dahlia Society for $10 to:
Diane Bond

11177 Elvessa St

Oakland, CA 94605



It is time to renew your membership (continued)

ADS membership:
You need to renew your ADS membership at the ADS site:

https://www.dahlia.org/about/membership-join/

Verrone’s Morning Star



https://www.dahlia.org/about/membership-join/

Want Ads and Notices

Wanted:

Small cardboard boxes, beverage flat boxes to be used at the sale for buyers to transport
their plants and tubers. Please bring to the sale or drop off at the next meeting.



Want Ads and Notices
FOR MORE FLOWER GARDEN DELIGHTS

Saturday April 27th -1pm to 5pm
Sunday April 28th -10am to 4pm.
Alden Lane Nursery 9

89 Alden Lane

Livermore, Ca. 94550

The Clara B. Rees Iris Show
April 28th, 2024 -noon to 5 p.m.
John Pisani Community Center
19655 Allendale Ave.

Saratoga, CA




Want Ads and Notices

This is a page that we can all share
with each other.
* If you have some dahlia related
— Wﬁ(( h— — = materialtp shar.e,-send a note

Y e and we will get it in the want ads.

— ’ T . ff you want something. A specific

tuber, some fertilizer, some help
with a growing problem, send a note
and we will get it in the want ads.
* |f you have a gardening/plant
related notice (like a show or sale for
another society), send a note
and we will get it in the want ads.

Send a note to :

* bonddiane9@gmail.com

if you want to put something in
the want ads.



mailto:bonddiane9@gmail.com
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