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August 19, 2025
Social Hour: 6:30 - 7:00 PM
Meeting: 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Church of Christ
601 MacArthur Blvd
San Leandro CA 94577  (parking in the rear)

August 2025 Meeting

• Opening Remarks  Ellen Muir
• Introduction of visitors Ellen Muir
• Approval of minutes  Ellen Muir
• Treasurers report   Frances Kawaguchi
• Mini Show    All

• Staging practice   
• Seedling competition      

• Pending action items  Ellen Muir
       for show    John Morton
• Q&A about your garden All
• Announcements and  Ellen Muir
       closing

 Next meeting
August 16, 2025



Dear Dahlia Friends,
     August is here and that means for most of us our dahlias are 
blooming. The days are long, the light ample and the dahlias are 
loving it. My neighbors and friends love this time of year as well. 
No one leaves our house without a few blooms in hand.
     Our July meeting was chock full of information and activities 
and several new members.  Curtis educated us to the rule of seven 
regarding dahlia nodes. Nature is fascinating and smart.
     

Letter from the President 

Lana led us through the basics of flower arrangements and many of us left with beautiful 
creations and the confidence to practice and design arrangements for our show. We 
reminded new members that they don’t have to grow the dahlias in their arrangements, 
though many do.
     Our show planning is well in hand with a few Zoom meetings and a field trip to the Lake
Merritt by John, Chris, Curtis and Olivia.  They are working to finalize the table layout and 
locations for the flower sales, photo op and the Judge’s luncheon.
     A note of appreciation to all who responded to the 2025 Support Volunteer sign up
Google Doc. We still have several slots for hospitality, roving ambassadors (to answer
guest questions) and will need folks to offer to take pictures for guests at the Photo Op
spot. See the link below to sign up if you haven’t had the chance. If you can’t commit
today or are unsure of your exact availability when you arrive, look for John, Chris or me
and we will guide you.



Letter from the President (continued)
The Pacific SW Dahlia Conference Show dates are posted in this 

newsletter. As I receive the show schedules from the other clubs, I 
will send them out quickly. If you don’t plan to show, it is worth a 
trip to each of the other club shows to see the varieties that shine 
in their areas as well as the massive, beautiful blooms.
     See you on August 19th .

Ellen

Sign up here to help at our show August 29, 30 and 31.
https://tinyurl.com/showsignup2025
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Summary:

The SLDS July meeting focused on planning the 2025 show at the 

Gardens at Lake Merritt, including securing the venue, setting dates, 

and assigning leadership roles to John (Show Manager) and Chris 

(Assistant Show Manager). Volunteer recruitment is underway for 

judges, clerks (with a new digital system and training), roving 

ambassadors, flower sales, and a clean-up crew. Salt & Honey 

Catering will provide Saturday's judges' luncheon and refreshments. 

Promotional efforts include flyers, weekly flower drop-offs in August, 

and encouragement to post to members’ social media accounts. 

Financial position was discussed. Educational segments covered 

dahlia growth (Curtis) and flower arranging (Lana Star), detailing 

pinching techniques, lateral shoot development, bloom timing 
estimates, and design rules for monochromatic arrangements.
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Show Planning & Logistics:

•Venue: The 2025 show will be held at the Gardens at Lake Merritt, a location 

praised for its foot traffic. Curtis was thanked for securing the venue.

•Dates & Hours: Public hours are 11:00 AM - 4:30 PM on Saturday and 9:00 AM - 

4:00 PM on Sunday.

•Leadership: John is the show manager, and Chris is the assistant show manager.

•Volunteers: Ellen is circulating a sign-up sheet for various show roles, and it will 

also be shared via Google Drive. Specific needs include:

• Judges: Curtis will need accredited and trained judges for Saturday and is 

circulating a sign-up sheet.

• Clerks: Kristi is developing a digital clerking system and needs additional 

hands. This includes phone clerks to log winners and take photos of winning 

tags, and traveling clerks (navigation and sticker clerks) to assist judges. 

Training for clerks will be held the Wednesday before the show. Judges and 

clerks will come from different societies.

• Roving Ambassadors: To "keep an eye on the humans."

• Flower Sales: Patricia and Olivia will assist with flower sales.

• Clean Up Crew: Needed to help return the venue to its original state, with 

flowers being donated.





July meeting
Lana’s arrangement class and all of 
the beautiful students with their 
projects



July meeting
Curtis giving all of the information we need to grow and show award winning 
dahlias.
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Show Planning & Logistics (continued):
Food & Refreshments:
Friday Night: Potluck goodies are requested.
Saturday: Salt & Honey Catering will provide the light breakfast, coffee, and catering for 
the judges' luncheon
Sunday: Planning for leftovers, which can be stored in the onsite catering kitchen.
Photo-Op Opportunity:
A standout photo opportunity for the show is desired. Looking for someone to volunteer 
to take this on
Promotional Activities:
Flyers: Beverly brought 4x6” and 8.5x11” flyers for the August SLDS show and will share 
an e-file with Ellen for social media promotion.
Flower Drop-offs: Sign-up for weekly flower drop-offs in August to the SL Public Library, 
City Hall, Chamber of Commerce, and local coffee shops to promote the show. Local 
individuals will help create arrangements and deliver flowers.
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Financial Update:
Francis gave the treasurers report.  Her report was approved.
Other Announcements & Information:
Ellen thanked attendees for treats and announced that Marilynn has raffle tickets, 
with drawings throughout the meeting.
Minutes from the previous meeting were approved.
Ellen promoted SLDS aprons for $25.
Santa Clara County Fair: Francis reported on the SLDS booth at the Santa Clara 
County Fair (July 23rd - July 30th), which showcased information, blooms, and 
regional show details.
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Educational Presentations:
Dahlia Growth (Curtis):

• Dahlias are apical dominant.
• Only 1-2 stalks should develop.
• Leaves grow in alternating patterns.
• Branches can grow from leaf nodes.
• Plants can have up to 10-14 leaf nodes, with the 
      number being consistent for a specific cultivar.
• The terminal bud inhibits lower growth.
• "Pinching out" or "topping" (stripping lateral growth) 
      produces the biggest resulting in bushier plants.
• For "A" dahlias, leave 2-3 sets of nodes.
• Remove bottom leaves/nodes for better flow once top growth is 

established.
• Blooms start to finish as days shorten.
• Some growers measure internode distance to predict bloom times for 

show preparation.
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Additional Information on Lateral Growth of Dahlias:
Dahlia Lateral Growth and Development: A Guide
Understanding the stages of dahlia lateral growth is crucial for encouraging abundant 
blooms and healthy plants. Here's a breakdown of the process:
1. Pinching/Topping: When dahlias are ~12 inches tall with 4-6 leaf sets, cut the 

main stem's top. This encourages bushier plants with more flower stems by 
promoting lateral shoot development.
• How to Pinch: Use clean, sharp clippers to pinch or cut off the top of the main 

stem, just above a set of leaves.
• Purpose: This removes the terminal bud (apical dominance), encouraging the 

plant to send its energy into developing lateral shoots (branches) lower down, 
resulting in a bushier plant with more flowering stems

2. Lateral Shoot Development: 2-4 lateral shoots emerge from leaf axils below the 
pinch, which then further branch, increasing potential flower stems.
• Growth from Leaf Nodes: Lateral shoots emerge from the leaf axils (the angle 

between the stem and the leaf stalk) below the pinch point.
• Number of Lateral Shoots: A pinch typically produces 2-4 lateral shoots, according 

to Flamingo Holland.
• Branching: These laterals then further branch, increasing the overall number of 

potential flower stems.
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Additional Information on Lateral Growth of Dahlias (continued):

3. Bud Development on Laterals: Buds develop on laterals as the plant 
matures. It takes ~55-65 days for small laterals to become mature blooms, 
varying by weather, variety, and form (Formal/Informal Decorative are 
slower).Weather: Temperature and sunlight play a major role.
4. Estimating Days to Bloom (Minnesota Dahlia Society Example):
AA-A (Large): Formal/Informal Decorative: 30-32 days; Semi Cactus: 27-29 days; 
Cactus: 26-28 days
B (Medium): Formal/Informal Decorative: 28-30 days; Semi Cactus: 25-27 days; 
Cactus: 22-25 days
BB (Smaller): Formal/Informal Decorative: 26-28 days; Semi Cactus: 23-25 days; 
Cactus: 20-22 days
5. Managing Laterals for Show Quality Blooms (Optional): Limit laterals for 
larger blooms: 4 for AA & A, 6 for B, 8-10 for BB. Spread laterals for air circulation 
and to prevent damage.
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Flower Arranging Workshop (Lana Star of Dream Flowers):
• Lana, a certified floral designer with 20+ years of experience, offered help with 

designs.
• The show theme is monochromatic.
• Arrangements should consider the container/space.
• Focus on the dahlia for the show.
• Use different dahlia shapes, textures, sizes, colors, and types for interest.
Design Rules:

• Vertical Container: 2-3 times the container's height, oval shape for balance.
• Low Rectangle Vase: 2-3 times the container's width, oval shape for balance.
• Large blooms in vertical arrangements should be cut shorter to anchor the 

piece.
• In low arrangements, large blooms should be offset from the center and 

slightly asymmetrical for interest.
• Use proportions like 1:1, 3, 5, 8.
• When using a dominant color, play with dark and light shades and nestle 

flowers for depth.
• Combine strong-colored blooms in one spot to create a focal point.
• Lana will provide a demo before attendees create their own arrangements.
• Foliage adds interest and should be used.



PSW Evaluation Workshop in Watsonville

There was a good turnout from our club at 
the PSW Judging Seminar on July 26th in
Watsonville. About 14 members were in 
attendance.



Santa Clara County Fair July 30th - August 3rd 
Thank you to Frances Kawaguchi for creating 
a San Leandro Dahlia Society display for
the Santa Clara County Fair.



Seedling Competition-bring your seedlings
John Morton sold waterlily seedling starts at a meeting a few months ago for $1 each.  
At the August meeting we will hold a competition for the Best Seedling and the Worst 
Seedling so bring whatever you have grown.  Half of the money collected will go to the 
winner of the best seedling.   The other half will go to the winner of the worst seedling 
bloom.  

John will bring extra pin frog containers to stage your blooms, if needed. 





SAVE THE DATE- October 16-18, 2025
Autumn Lights Festival
The Gardens at Lake Merritt holds their annual fundraising event in October that is filled 
with fantastic lighted displays throughout the garden.  Think of the Disneyland Parade of 
Lights on a 7-acre site with craft sales as well.   You must see it to believe it.  Tickets go 
on sale on September 1st, and they always sell out.  We will likely have a table with lights 
next to our dahlia beds as we did last year.  If you are interested in creating a light display 
or staffing our dahlia society table for one of the three nights, we will discuss it at the 
next meeting.  

For more information and the link to tickets: 
https://gardensatlakemerritt.org/autumn-lights-festival-2025/
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Want Ads and Notices

This is a page that we can all share 
with each other. 
• If you have some dahlia related 
material to share, send a note 
and we will get it in the want ads.
• If you want something. A specific 
tuber, some fertilizer, some help 
with a growing problem, send a note 
and we will get it in the want ads.
• If you have a gardening/plant 
related notice (like a show or sale for 
another society), send a note 
and we will get it in the want ads.

Send a note to :
• bonddiane9@gmail.com
if you want to put something in 
the want ads.

mailto:bonddiane9@gmail.com
mailto:bonddiane9@gmail.com
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