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Letter from the President

Dear Dahlia Friends,

Summer is officially here with the July 15t heat wave encouraging our
dahlias to start blooming and showing their colors. Remember to
keep your dahlias cool and watered more often than you might usually
do, especially if they start looking wilted or overheated.

We had a great turnout for our June 22" Saturday “in the garden”
meeting at Casa Peralta. There were about 35 members in attendance

including over 10 new members! Thank you to all who contributed
goodies to share, especially Marilyn who provided coffee and donuts. We had the opportunity to

learn from each other through the Q & A. Kristi gave members a garden tour and Chris
demonstrated how to divide a clump of tubers. Many members went home with plants left over
from the Cherry Festival.

This year is one of many firsts. Our first Cherry Festival booth and our first Alameda County Fair
booth were staffed by SLDS members. We had to opportunity to talk to the public about
dahlias, advertise our annual show and gave away several dahlia plants which made people
incredibly happy. Afew new members joined as well. All who participated enjoyed the
outreach and contact with the public. The Fair officials loved us, and they want us to return
next year.

A big thank you to Frances Kawaguchi for reaching out to the AC Fair, making the dahlia stickers,
information packets, gathering plants, and more. She also is making a display for the Santa Clara
County Fair.



Letter from the President (continued)

We recently learned that our Annual Dahlia Show will be at the San
Leandro Library. The confirmed dates are Saturday August 31 and
Sunday September 15t The show planning is underway, and we will
need all able members to volunteer for setup, cleanup, the welcome
table, clerking and more to hold a successful show. Members of our 3
Society and the Pacific Southwest Dahlia Societies are eligible to exhibit ! =

and compete for ribbons as well as cash prizes in several categories.
A separate email with the show schedule will be sent to members soon.

At our July 16t meeting, we will have a Novice Mini Show and an introduction to the show
schedule. The Mini-Show is an opportunity for us to show off a few of our blooms as well as for
those new or interested in exhibiting how to stage blooms for the upcoming shows. We
encourage all to participate. Look for detailed information in the newsletter.

Finally, it is with great sadness that | share the April passing of Bettie Stier. She was a long-time
member of the San Leandro Dahlia Society along with her husband Roy Stier. They were married
for over 72 years and the love of each other’s life. Bettie was an active member along with Roy
up until a few years ago when the pandemic closed down in person meetings for over a year.

Best,

Ellen



June 22 Meeting Minutes

* Meeting started at 10:10am

« Member introduction

» Cherry Festival was a success.

* Frances gave an update on the table at

Alameda County Fair. We are doing a display for the Santa Clara Falr also.

* Next meeting is July 16th. We will be discussing the upcoming show.

« Looking for judges. Judging seminar on July 27th at the Marina Center in San
Leandro. Also there will be a digital clerking

seminar by Kristi on ZOOM the Wednesday August 28,

* Mentoring program discussed.

JOHN, CHRIS, CURTIS and KRISTI are our mentors.

« Q &Asession

« Went into the Casa Peralta gardens.




Bettie Stier

January 9, 1931- April 2024

Bettie Stier was born in Elizabeth New Jersey on January 9t 1931. She was child
number 12 of 14 born to Walter and Grace Mayes.

Bettie did not grow up with a lot of money but she grew up in a loving family that
was very close and did a lot of things together. All of the pictures of Bettie as a child
she has a very large smile that was infectious and glowing. That smile made
everyone around her smile. She had bright red hair and was an all around spitfire of
fun.

Her mother and father were both of British
descent. Grace Harris came from a family that
started the Sayreville Brick factory in
Sayreville NJ. There is a town named
Sayreville after the factory and the family
name Sayre of which Bettie is

descendent. Walter Mayes was born in Dover
England and raised outside of Mexico City
until he was a teenager and moved to New
Jersey and married the love of his life that
produced 14 children including Bettie.




Bettie Stier

January 9, 1931- April 2024

Somewhere in all this Bettie is related to Thomas Edison. But not sure what degree.
But it’s still kind of a a cool thing to tell people.

One afternoon Bettie was working at Bamberger’s dept store in New Jersey and saw
Roy Stier on the escalator and declared she would marry him. And that she did. They
were married on a snowy Christmas day in 1951, during his short leave home from
the service.

While Roy was a dahlia master grower
and shower, Bettie was the life of the
party at dahlia events.

On her last day she was surrounded by
her family. She died loved and will be
missed by all that knew her.




RSVP to Heather Jamieson by
DEADLINE July 22, 2024
dahliagrowers@yahoo.com
805-801-3917

PACIFIC SOUTHWEST DAHLIA CONFERENCE
2024 JUDGING SEMINAR

WHEN: SATURDAY, JULY 27, 2024

WHERE: MARINA COMMUNITY CENTER
15301 WICKS BOULEVARD
SAN LEANDRO, CA 93579

TIME: 9 AMTO 4PM

Please join us to learn and refresh on the various aspects of judging dahlias
by knowledgeable members. Bring your current Classification and
Handbook of Dahlias, your ADS Guide to Judging Dahlias book, paper,
pen, and your questions!

A light breakfast and lunch will be provided to all of those attending.

For planning purposes we kindly ask that yvou RSVP to Heather Jamieson
by 7/22/24: dahliagrowers@yahoo.com 805-801-3917



mailto:dahliagrowers@yahoo.com

San Leandro Dahlia Society’s T-Shirt

SAN LEANDRO
DAHLIA SOCIETY

CELEBRATING 90 YEARS

We are very excited to inform you that we are
very close to having a SLDS T-shirt. A big
thank you to Quamrun Eldridge for initiating
and leading the T-Shirt project. The design
is finalized, and it is in the last phase of
printing! It features Bloomquist Jean, our
2024 flower of the year.

We hope that the T-shirts will be available for
purchase during the upcoming meeting on
July 16. The T-shirt price is $28 each.
Payment can be made via Cash, Venmo or
Check made out to the San Leandro Dahlia
Society.

A big thank you to Quamrun for initiating
and leading the T-Shirt project.



Who

Topic Discussion/Presentation
Mini -Show Set up 6:30-7 All
Opening Remarks President, Ellen Muir
Introduction of visitors and new members Ellen Muir

Approval of minutes and treasurer’s report | Dennis Stone/Ellen Muir

Debrief Alameda County Fair outreach All Discussion
DahliaQ & A All

Show Schedule Review & Volunteer Sign up | John Morton

Mini/Practice Show Judging All Discussion
Closing and announcements Ellen Muir

San Leandro Dahlia Society

Meeting
Date: July 16, 2024

Time: 6:30-9:00
Church of Christ 601 MacArthur Blvd, Oakland, CA




MINI-SHOW IN JULY

What is a Mini-Show? It is a fun opportunity to stage and show your blooms at a meeting
and have them judged as if exhibiting in an American Dahlia Society Show. You will learn
what goes into the Judge’s decision process. There will be S3 prizes for first place and $1 for
second place in each category. The meeting venue will be open at 6:30.

If you have pin frog containers for your blooms, please bring them along with the name of
your bloom, the ADS number if you know it, your ADS Classification Guide and clippers.
Exhibitor tags will be available at the meeting. We ask that only two blooms per person are
entered in the competition.

If you are new to showing dahlias, we will have experienced mentor/helpers available to help
you stage and complete the exhibitor forms. Extra pin frog containers will be available to
those who do not have them. All blooms entered must have 2 leaves on the stem. If in

doubt, cut your stems long and adjust them when you stage them.

Entrants are asked to arrive by 6:30 to set up the blooms so we can start the meeting by 7
p.m.

This is meant to be a low stress event to show off the best of what is in your garden on July
16 th . We look forward to seeing your treasures!




SLDS Name Tags

We would like all members to have SLDS name tags before the show season begins so
we can get to know each other’s names. This especially helps those of us who are
visual learners.

Contact Curtis Maxwell to order your name tag at cgmax@sbcglobal.net. The price for
name tags is S10 each.

Your name Here



	Slide 1: Dahlia Times July 2024
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11

