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Dear All,
I hope that your plants are coming along and thriving. I am struggling with
leaf miners, thrips and earwigs this year. Spinosad and stylet/neem oil
are our friends. Remember to remain vigilant and clean your cutting tools
between plants to prevent contamination and the spread of viruses.
Note that we will be meeting on Saturday June 28th in lieu of our regular
Tuesday meeting.
The Cherry Festival on June 7th was a great success. I define success by
the member participation, crowds of interested festival attendees stopping
to buy, dahlia education and enthusiasm was shared, new members joined
and time was spent together as a group.

Letter from the President 

Thank you to Julia and Siobhan for leading the Cherry Festival event. It is a long day and takes much 
stamina and energy to plan and execute. And all to those who came together to set up, made 
multiple wagon trips to Danice and Earl’s for plants, arranged the tables, sorted tubers, put photos
on plants, helped customers find their desired blooms, cashiered, and cleaned up at the end ~ a big 
shout of gratitude. Danice, we appreciate your beautiful yard and plant repository prior to the 
festival. It saved us long lines of cars for drop off and so much time.
We are grateful to Cristina and Julia for bringing many beautiful blooms that got folks to stop and ask, 
“Are these real?” Of course, they asked us to find one just like one of the blooms in the bouquets.
We will debrief the Cherry Festival at our next meeting, which will be at Lake Merritt Garden in 
Oakland. Curtis and Chris will show us their garden plots for a hands-on experience.
Stay well,
Ellen Muir



June 2025 
Meeting

NOTE!! Change of venue AND 
time/date

The June meeting will be held “in 
the garden” at the Lake Merritt 
Gardens:
Saturday June 28th at 10 AM
666 Bellevue Avenue
 Oakland  
We will meet up at the benches 
under the Oak Grove through the 
gate on the right.



Topic 
Who

Opening remark
10 mins

President, Ellen Muir

Introduction of visitors and new members
10 mins

Ellen Muir

Approval of minutes 
5 mins

Ellen Muir

Treasurers report
5 mins

Frances Kawaguchi

Cherry Festival debriefing
20 mins

All

Alameda County Fair (6/13 -7/6).and Santa Clara county fair (7/30 -8/3)
10 mins

Frances Kawaguchi

Garden Tour 
40 mins

Lead by Chris Dix and 
Curtis Maxwell

Q & A about your garden
10 mins

All

Announcement & Closing 
10 mins

Ellen Muir

June Meeting Agenda

**Next meeting July 15, 2025



Mulford Garden update

Work on the Mulford Gardens Park SLDS Dahlia Display Garden continues. Jon 
Kawaguchi has been there weekly amending and extending the bed and placing 
stakes. Jon Kawaguchi, Mark Luis, Alex Guerrero, Rich Cortes and Ellen spent a day 
installing a garden border, designed, organized and led by Cris Whyte. It really sets the 
garden off! Irrigation and planting will be happening shortly, in time for the Mulford 
Garden Park Dedication.

Mulford Garden Work Crew: (l-r) Rich 
Cortes, Cris Whyte, Jon Kawaguchi 

(missing are Mark Luis & Alex Guerrero) 
Rich and Mark digging post holes 



Come to the 

Mulford Garden Park Dedication

Saturday, June 21st 1-3  

13055 Aurora Dr

San Leandro, CA

See the results of the city’s beautification grant investment, the new playground 
structure donated by the Bay Area Global Outreach Lions Club and the SLDS Dahlia 
Display Garden.  Food will be served.  Please invite family and friends. Children and 
grandchildren are especially welcome. 



SAVE the DATE-2025 Judging Seminar -July 26th

The Monterey Bay Dahlia Society is hosting the 2025 judging seminar. The seminar is 
rotated among the Pacific Coast Conference member societies each July.   Experts 
and Senior Judges will review the American Dahlia Society Guide to Judging 
Standards and provide live opportunities for the participants to practice judging.   
The seminar is open to everyone who is interested in learning more about dahlia 
forms and standards.   You need not be on the Judging track to attend.

2025 PSDC Judging Seminar 

July 26, 2025 from 9A-4P

Corralitos Woman’s Club

33 BROWNS VALLEY RD, 

CORRALITOS, CA, 95076



What is Dahlia Gall?
Dahlia Gall disease is a bacterial disease that affects the 
stems and roots of Dahlia plants. Dahlia gall can affect 

flowering by reducing plant growth and vigor, and by 

causing stunted or distorted flowers.  If you discover gall 

on your plants, the best practice is to pull it up and trash 

(not compost) it. For more information check out this site:

 https://gardeningstepbystep.com/dahlia-gall-how-to-
spot-and-prevent-leafy-gall-and-crown-gall-in-dahlias/ 

Photo of crown gall from a member’s plant



Dahlia Show Location Confirmed 
The 2025 San Leandro Dahlia Society Show will be:

 August 30 & 31st  

San Leandro Library

300 Estudillo Avenue

San Leandro  

We are grateful to 

Director Brian Simons and 

his staff for sharing this great 

space with us. 



SAVE THE DATE        

AUGUST 30 & 31 

San Leandro Dahlia Society

Annual Show

San Leandro Main Library 

300 Estudillo Avenue 



Cherry Festival

Thank you, everyone, for a great Cherry Festival! It takes many volunteers to create a 
successful event, and we greatly appreciate the hard work of all involved. We are 
excited to welcome the several new members who signed up during the Festival to the 
group. We sold several of the dahlia prints gifted to us by Barloga Studios, and are 
reserving one set of the prints to sell at the show. However, we have some left over 
from the Cherry Festival that are available for you to purchase for $60 a piece. You can 
view the prints on Barloga Studios' website here. The dahlias photographed for these 
prints were from the SLDS garden at the Casa Peralta in San Leandro. The plants left 
over from the Cherry Festival will be used at Mulford Gardens and sold at the Alameda 
County Fair. Danice, your generosity made transporting the plants to our table 
significantly easier, and we greatly appreciate your support!

Thank you!

Take care,
Julia

https://www.barlogastudios.com/collections/dahlias


Cherry Festival

Siobhan, Julia and Jill

Frances and Troy 

2025 Cherry Festival 

(l-r) George, Hensel, Cristina, Tara, Danice (and pups)



Want Ads and Notices

This is a page that we can all share 
with each other. 
• If you have some dahlia related 
material to share, send a note 
and we will get it in the want ads.
• If you want something. A specific 
tuber, some fertilizer, some help 
with a growing problem, send a note 
and we will get it in the want ads.
• If you have a gardening/plant 
related notice (like a show or sale for 
another society), send a note 
and we will get it in the want ads.

Send a note to :
• bonddiane9@gmail.com
if you want to put something in 
the want ads.

mailto:bonddiane9@gmail.com
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