
Dahlia 
Times
May 2024

San Leandro Dahlia Society

Bloomquist Candy Corn



Tuesday, May 14,  7:00PM

Church of Christ

601 MacArthur Blvd

San Leandro CA 94577 

(parking in the rear)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86055602057?pwd=N003L05kNit3Wmd
xajM5UzZON1lxQT09

Meeting ID: 860 5560 2057
Passcode: 213801
One tap mobile
+16699006833,,86055602057# US (San Jose)

May 2024 Meeting

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86055602057?pwd%3DN003L05kNit3WmdxajM5UzZON1lxQT09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0EwZMxfOMrvfhKb42lknrt
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86055602057?pwd%3DN003L05kNit3WmdxajM5UzZON1lxQT09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0EwZMxfOMrvfhKb42lknrt


May 2024 Meeting Agenda

May 21, 2024
7:00 – 9:00 PM
Church of Christ
601 McArthur Blvd
San Leandro, CA 94577

• Opening remarks  Ellen Muir
• Introduction of visitors Ellen Muir
     and new members
• Approval of April minutes Ellen Muir
     and treasurer’s report Dennis Stone
• Junior Growers project Sabrina Almazan and

   Evelyn Fitzsimmons
• Tuber sale debrief  All
• Cherry Festival   All
• Q&A:  Your garden  All
     challenges and solutions
• Closing and    Ellen Muir
     announcements 



April 16, 2024 Meeting Minutes

Members in attendance:
Chris Dix    John Morton    Beverly Dahlstedt  
Leslie Servin    Deva Lowenthal    Peggy Murphy
Quamrum Eldridge  Ginger Porrill      Sabrina Almazan
Evelyn Fitzsimmons  Marilyn Fong     Curtis Maxwell  
Linda Wanna?   Sue Gregori     Lanna Starr
Denise    Christina Walker    Pauline Guilbert
Shavon
•

Approval of minutes-  moved and approved
• Treasurers report:
 advised of 5103C pursuit.  
 Three-year budget plant.  
 Community investment grant.
• There will be a ZOOM meeting April 23 to discuss tuber sale and Cherry Festival.
• Mentoring program was discussed
• General gardening discussion
 Cover crops
 Watering Systems
• Money making ideas were discussed
Meeting ended at 8:30 PM



Letter from the President 

Dear Dahlia Friends,
Our tuber sale on May 4 th was a great success, thanks to the
efforts of our incredible members. Our newer members, Cristina,
Janina, Mike, Cindy and Patricia were huge contributors to the
sale set up.
Nine new members joined our Society on the day of the sale. We
are looking forward to getting to know them at our upcoming
meetings.
Spring is officially here and showed her temperamental nature by bringing a morning of 
pounding rain the day of the sale, couched between two beautiful days of sunshine. A 
power outage for about an hour made us grateful for our cell phone flashlight function. 
Flexibility and resilience were exhibited by all. 
We are looking forward to the Cherry Festival on Saturday, June 1 st where the SLDS will 
have a booth to spread our love of dahlias to the festival goers, sell our remaining inventory 
and offer dahlia care information talks next to our garden at Casa Peralta . Stay tuned for 
information from Peggy Murphy on how you can help.



Letter from the President 

Many of us are checking our plantings daily looking for signs of 
green shoots popping out of the ground. Be sure to sprinkle a 
little Sluggo Plus around them as those tender greens are our 
snail/slug enemies’ favorite tasty treats. Some of us are barely 
starting to plant, figuring out watering systems and trying to fit 
just one more plant in an already full garden bed. It is all good, 
wherever you are in the planting process.
See you at the May 21 st meeting.

Ellen



5/13/2024

Congratulations to All for a Great May 4th Tuber and Plant Sale

Many moving parts came together to make the sale a 
success.
Here is a partial list of the parts:
• Members that submitted their donation lists in 

advance so our picture crew, Cris W and Frances 
could create 185 new photos cards to add to the 576 
photos in the existing photo library

• Chris D for getting the tables and sale signs from 
Casa Peralta



5/13/2024

• Over 25 volunteers came together at Mulford Garden Clubhouse on Friday to label, 
sort, and quality check tubers, set up the tables/signs, arrange the inventory, match 
photos and in general set up between noon and 6:30 p.m.

• The behind-the-scenes organizers, demo volunteers, sign makers, planners
• Ample donations of trays of cuttings and tubers from the members
• Generous contributions of cuttings and tubers left over from the Dahlia Society of 

California’s sale
• Over 100 varieties of cultivars donated from the Central Coast Dahlia Society and 

retrieved by Cris W in Morgan Hill from Heather Jamison. Thanks Heather!

Congratulations to All for a Great May 4th Tuber and Plant Sale



5/13/2024

• Square Point of Sale mavens Sabrina and Frances that allowed us to accept credit 
cards this year increasing our sales

• Crews (Bob, Jon, Troy, Frances, John and more) that showed up at 8 a.m. the day of 
the sale to set up pop up canopies for demos/info (which the blowing rain 
prevented us from using)

• Members who helped guide the buyers even when the power went out for the first 
hour of the sale due to the storm conditions

Congratulations to All for a Great May 4th Tuber and Plant Sale



5/13/2024

• The public (a few who were waiting in line before 9 a.m. 
who showed up in terrible weather and were in good          
humor    

• Javier’s beautiful and tasty salads that elevated our 
pizza lunch

• The cleanup crew and those who moved the remaining 
inventory with a MASH unit like precision to their 
temporary foster homes

• The Mulford Gardens Improvement Association for the 
use of their facilities

• The SLDS Team!

Congratulations to All for a Great May 4th Tuber and Plant Sale



5/13/2024

San Leandro Cherry Festival

The San Leandro Cherry Festival is coming June 1st 
and our Dahlia Society will be there. Our booth is 
going to be located near Casa Peralta on W. Estudillo 
Avenue. Tubers, cuttings and information about our 
Society will all be on hand. We will be selling 
memberships to the many eager flower growers we 
meet.

Casa Peralta is a long standing historical museum of 
San Leandro. It is in this site’s garden that our 
members have grown dahlias for many years. Tables 
will be up entering the Casa Peralta Dahlia Garden for 
growing demonstrations, Society information and any 
questions the community might have about dahlias.

Just Married

20th Ave Softer Peach

Chimacum Davi

Strawberry Ice
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San Leandro Cherry Festival

This is our first time as a Society participating in the City’s long standing biggest festival 
of the year. This is a golden opportunity to make our Society known to many and for 
new members to join. We should have a great audience of locals and people from 
neighboring cities.
The Cherry Festival Parade is from 10-11 am and all the booths will be open for business 
from 11-6 pm. Our tubers will be $5 each, 4”pots $10, and one gallon pot $15. No 
member discounts will be available. Venmo and Square POS will be our  method of 
payment.
You can sign up to volunteer for the June 1st Cherry Festival at our May 21st meeting 
and/or email Peggy Murphy at pbmurphy@me.com.
The booth set up begins at 8:30am. We will need 5 people to volunteer per 2 hour slot 
of time beginning at 11am.

mailto:pbmurphy@me.com


5/13/2024

Want Ads and Notices

Technology Support Needed for Meetings
The SLDS would like to offer a hybrid meeting option on a regular basis for those 
members who cannot attend in person via Zoom. We need a couple of 
volunteers who are comfortable with setting up a laptop, phone camera, 
projector and hosting the meeting on Zoom. This will also allow us to invite 
outside speaker experts to our meetings.
Please contact Ellen and Kristi for more information and to walk you 
through the set up.

A Special Request
The Central Coast Dahlia Society searching for a “For Robin” tuber or cutting for 
a special someone. 

It is a B (6-8”), SEMI-CACTUS, UNUSUAL SILVERY PINK WITH 
PURPLE REVERSE.
Contact Cris W. at cwpromotethearts@gmail.com if you 
have one or know where we could find one.



Want Ads and Notices

This is a page that we can all share 
with each other. 
• If you have some dahlia related 
material to share, send a note 
and we will get it in the want ads.
• If you want something. A specific 
tuber, some fertilizer, some help 
with a growing problem, send a note 
and we will get it in the want ads.
• If you have a gardening/plant 
related notice (like a show or sale for 
another society), send a note 
and we will get it in the want ads.

Send a note to :
• bonddiane9@gmail.com
if you want to put something in 
the want ads.

mailto:bonddiane9@gmail.com
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