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May 2025 Meeting

May 20, 2025

Social Hour: 6:30 - 7:00 PM

Meeting: 7:00 - 9:00 PM

Church of Christ

601 MacArthur Blvd

San Leandro CA 94577 (parking in the rear)

* Opening Remarks Chris Dix
* Introduction of visitors Chris Dix \
* Approval of minutes Chris Dix

* Treasurers report Frances Kawaguchi

* Tuber sale Debriefing All

* Cherry Festival Julia Cronin and
preparation Siobhan Moher

* Alameda County Fair Frances Kawaguchg
and Santa Clara county Fair

* Garden Status All

 Q&A All

* Announcements & Closing

2 Next meeting |
June 28, 2025 at 10AM at the Lake Merrit Garden Center \



Letter from the President

Dear Dahlia Friends,

| am filled with pride at the success of our 2025 Tuber and Plant
sale! The San Leandro Dahlia Society members came together as a
team from the Friday afternoon sorting and set up to the final
clean up on Saturday afternoon. We were blessed with a huge
inventory of tubers and cuttings donated by our members which
contributed to our highest sale proceeds ever!

There are so many people who came together to make it happen.
A partial list includes, Patricia and Oliva feeding volunteers both days, Frances making

sure that there were photos for most items, Peggy making a “basket run” to the Dollar
Store, our junior members, Evie, Amelia and Kaylie being runners during the tuber sort,
our cashiers, Marilyn, Beverly and Sabrina, planting information, product freebies and
demos from Cris, Danice, Hensel and George determinedly assembling our new section
signs, Leslie and Cristina guiding tallying the purchases and providing cultivar and growing
info. This list is not inclusive. You know who you are! THANK YOU

We were blessed with free OMRI certified fertilizer and insecticide samples from Mack’s
Garden Supply as well as 15% off coupons from Evergreen Nursery as a sweet bonus

for all who attended. Lana contributed professional Thank You signs to our donors that
made us wonder what other talents she has.




Letter from the President

Several of you took tubers to pot up and plants home to care for
until the Cherry Festival on June 7th . It is no small task. Let us
know if you need help with potting up by sending an SOS to our
email address sldahliasociety@gmail.com. Tubers that you can’t
pot up should be stored in peat moss, coco coir or vermiculite to
keep them from drying out. Members who have leftovers from
their planting stashes, should pot them up or store them well for
the Cherry Festival too.

Finally, please give HUGE round of applause to Frances Kawaguchi for chairing this year’s
Tuber and Plant sale. There are many details required to pull the sale together, as those who
have organized it in past years can attest. She did a remarkable job.

Spring is here and summer is around the corner. Happy Planting.

Best,
Ellen
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Members present: Sabrina Almazon, Jeff Bennet, Diane Bond, Nancy Clancy, Julia
Cronin, Beverly Dahlstedt, Chris Dix, Cristina Estrada, Quamrun Eldridge, Evelyn
Fitzsimons, Marilyn Fong, Dania Friend, Kathy Gerdts, Frances Kawaguchi, Jon
Kawaguchi, Hensl Lise, Deva Lowenthal, George Massey, Curtis Maxwell, Patricia
Millar, Siobhan Moher, John Morton, Ellen Muir, Peggy Murphy, Brooke Robbins,
Leslie Servin, Lana Starr, Kristi Whitfield, Cris Whyte

At 6:30, people started to convene to visit and bring in tubers for the tuber sale.

The meeting was called to order by President Ellen Muir at 7:15.

Approval of minutes as presented in the newsletter. moved by Deva and seconded
by Leslie. Passed.

Treasure’s report ... donations in memory of Roy Stier
Consider saving for the next PSWD conference and judging school
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Announcements:

Show: location not yet confirmed. Application will be submitted on May 1.

John Morton: Seedlings from waterlilies. $1 each. Grow them - 1/2 of the $$ pot will
go to the best bloom and 1/2 to the worst bloom. Thus we see the range of the
seedlings.

Thank you for the get well cards - from Curtis and John

Jeff: Dry Creek Park in Union City irises ... opening day is April 24 - May 17 In the
ground are 2400 irises. Lots of other flowers. Come on out!

Ellen bought extra Classification and Handbook of Dahlias for anyone who did not get
one and would like one.

Public gardens update

» Kiristie atthe Mortuary ... 150 seedlings in ground, cover crop success. Tubers are
in raised beds Casa Peralta - tubers will be planted tomorrow.

« Lake Merritt weeded and compost in January. They will plant seedling in the next
week. Tubers next week.
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Public gardens update (continued)

« Curtis will get help from Rossmore Garden Club .. then they will plant the Walnut
Creek Dahlia Dell.

« Mulford Garden - Jon and Ellen ... Jon rototilled the area. A backhoe helped
removed stumps. Zoo-poo added. Progress!!

More...

« Tree dahlias available - John brought about ten. They will grow ten - twenty feet -
tie it to something .

« Evergreen Nursery has postponed the dahlia talk. They are donating discount
coupons for the people who buy from the sale.

» Tuber sale - Frances wants us at Mulford at noon on Friday. Show up and help.

» Gardening for Health ... Tai Chi ... a different youtube video - Thank you, Quanrum!

« April 26 - dahlia stamps are being released.

« John has extra containers and frogs from various people
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Q & A gardening questions

molasses powder was a help

soll testing can be done at home

steer manure vs compost - both have advantages

Program:
Demo on cleaning tubers for the sale. That you, Chris
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45.

Respectfully submitted
Beverly Dahlstedt



Welcome our new members

Fourteen members joined the San Leandro Dahlia
Society during the sale. Please welcome them at
our next meetings and support them in their dahlia
journey.



Proposals for the Future
of Casa Peralta

The City of San Leandro is
exploring ideas for the future of
the historic Casa Peralta
building which is unsafe and
closed due to extensive
structural renovations needed.

If you are interested, there is
an upcoming meeting open to
the public to discuss options.

All options include keeping the
dahlia garden that the SLDS
maintains.

Facilities and Transportation
meeting

Thursday, May 8, 2025, 4 p.m.

Casa Peralta 384 W Estudillo
Ave

San Leandro, CA 94577



SL Dahlia Society T-Shirts Available

SAN LEANDRO
DAHLIA SOCIETY

We are reprinting our SLDS T shirts and
will have them available for sale for $30
each at the Cherry Festival.

We will have sizes S-3XL. If you are new to
society or need a spare, you can
purchase one on Saturday, June 7 th at
our booth in front of Casa Peralta

384 W Estudillo Ave, San Leandro, CA
94577.

CELEBRATING 90 YEARS




SAVE THE DATE - June 28 th IN THE GARDEN AT LAKE MERRITT

We try to meet once during the growing season at one of our public dahlia gardens
planted by our members for an “eyes on” opportunity to learn about common
dahlia growing challenges and optimal care. Chris Dix and Curtis Maxwell will host
our 2025 “In the Garden” meeting on June 28 th . It will replace the regular Tuesday,
June 17th meeting.

We will meet at the benches under the oak trees to the right of the entrance. Bring
snacks to share. Coffee, tea and paper products will be provided by the society.
The gardens open at 8 a.m. so come early or stay after the meeting to explore the
beautiful plants growing in June. Parking fees inside the park are $5 per car.

Our June meeting will be on Saturday, June 28 th @ 10-12
The Gardens at Lake Merritt

Lakeside Park

666 Bellevue Ave.

Oakland, CA 94610




WANTED: Dahlia Bouquet Ambassadors

Our annual San Leandro Dahlia Society Show is scheduled for August 30 & 31.

The month leading to our show-July 28-August 25, we create goodwill and garner
interest in the upcoming show by displaying weekly bouquets at the following locations:

= City Hall (2)-Information Window, table in
front of the City Council Chambers (or
City Manager’s Office) 835 E. 14th Street

= San Leandro Main Library-300 Estudillo
Avenue (Manor Branch?)

= The San Leandro Chamber of Commerce
-120 Estudillo Avenue

= Zocalo’s Coffeehouse -645 Bancroft Ave,
San Leandro, CA 94577

= Ad hoc at member’s work locations,
churches, hairdressers, etc.

= Other locations adopted by members

Blooms at Chamber of Commerce



WANTED: Dahlia Bouquet Ambassadors

This effort can be overwhelming for one or two
individuals (as we learned in the last 2 years!)

Volunteers are needed to sign up for one or more
weeks at a specific location, bring a vase of any
size of blooms from the gardens of our members
and replace the old vase. If you don’t have
blooms, reach out to one of our members. The
display does not need to be fancy. One pretty
bloom in a bud vase makes a statement as much
as avase of many. Mondays are often the best
days to replace them, as the blooms may fade
over the weekends. We will have a laminated sign
with our SLDS name and website and QR code for
people to learn about the show and the society
next to each vase.

Blooms at City Hall

Bouquet Ambassador signups will be available at
the June and July meeting and via a Google link.



Mulford Gardens Park Playground Unveiling
Saturday June 215t

As a result of the devastating winter storms of 2022 and 2023 16
trees at the Mulford Gardens Park fell and had to be removed. The
Lions Club Service branch, Bay Area Global Outreach (BAGO) came
to the rescue and raised funds to remove the trees and has been a
partner since to help beautify the park with monthly volunteer days.
They also raised funds for a new play structure which is currently
being installed.

This spring the San Leandro Dahlia Society was invited to create a
public dahlia garden in the newly open and sunlit space. As we are
garden partners and host our annual tuber and plant sale at Mulford
Gardens Park, the San Leandro Dahlia Society is invited the
playground unveiling and celebration on June 21st. Details and
times will be in the June newsletter. Please planto attend if you are
able and admire the garden progress.



Show Bloom Sponsors

Although our 2025 Dahlia Show seems far off
currently, planning is already underway.

John Morton, our show chair is hard at work.
Traditionally members can sponsor a cash
prize to encourage the entry of a particular
bloom that is their own origination or that
may be at risk of extinction. For example,
Kristi sponsors Edna C. and John sponsors
JJ’s Christina.

If you have a special cultivar or bloom that
speaks to you, or that you would like to
honorin memory of someone, or that you
just want to see more of, contact John
Morton at (510) 909-1127.




Yolunteers Needed?

Mark your calendars

Schedule of Upcoming
Events
Represent SLDS and promote dahlias.
EVENT VOLUNTEER DATES
Cherry Festival eveniSaturday, June 7
Alameda County Fair Saturday, June 14
June 13 -July 6 Saturday, June 21

Saturday, June 28
Saturday, July 5?

Santa Clara County Fair | Saturday, August 2
July 30 - August 3 Extra days TBD

VOLUNTEER AT
MULFORD GARDEN!

Help tend to our new
community plot at Mulford
Garden (site of this year’s
tuber/plant sale).
Volunteers needed to plant,
water, fertilize, deadhead,
weed, etc. If you are new to
dahlias, this will be a great
opportunity to gain hands-on
experience in the garden. Most
shifts will be weekday
mornings. More details to
follow.




Mulford Gardens Park SLDS Dahlia Display Garden

The Mulford Gardens Park
SLDS Dahlia Display Garden
is progressing well. After the

garden was rototilled,
removal of rocks, roots, and
other debris, I (Jon

Kawaguchi) returned on
Friday, April 4. The driveway
was widened and | noticed
the plot appeared to be
smaller. So | measured it and
discovered the plot was
smaller than it was a couple
of weeks ago. Thus, |
removed the grass (dead) at
the south side of the plot and
widened it by nearly two feet.
| turned over the ground in the
additional two feet.

Site of the SLDS Dahlia Display Garden
April 4, 2025




Mulford Gardens Park SLDS Dahlia Display Garden

Dahlia Display Garden After Widening by Two Feet



Mulford Gardens Park SLDS Dahlia Display Garden

During the SLDS Tuber Sale on April 19, |
talked to Chris Dix about the display
garden. He gave me a bag of chicken
manure and a bag of worm casings to be
used as amendments. We also talked
about irrigation and other advice that will
be helpful during the upcoming season.
On Monday, April 21, | went to the garden
and added the chicken manure and worm
casings by turning over the ground and
mixing in the amendments. | decided to
measure the plot again as paving fill was
added to the widened driveway. Again, the
plot was smaller and thus | widened it
another two feet at the south side of the
plot by removing the grass and turning over
the ground. After | added the amendments
and leveled the ground, | weed-eated the
grass around the plot as the grass was a
little overgrown.

Addition of Soil Amendments



Mulford Gardens Park SLDS Dahlia Display Ga

Along the driveway, a fence will be built
to prevent cars from driving on the grass
area. On April 29, Ellen Muir, Chris
Whyte, and | (Jon Kawaguchi) met with a
couple of the Mulford Garden Board
Members and it was decided to move the
garden 2 to 3 feet to the south.

In the coming weeks, Ellen and Chris will
be providing the initial set of stakes for
the garden and then | will get the rest. We
plan on installing a wooden border
around the dahlia garden. Our initial
goals for this display garden is to provide
SLDS members with hands-on
experiences on how to grow dahlias.
When we are ready to plant the initial
group of dahlias, we want fellow SLDS
members to help plant the dahlias in the
garden.

rden

QL

If any member(s) are interested in helping
with the dahlias, please contact Jon
Kawaguchi at mogeura@aol.com

| will notify you the day and time when the
garden plot is ready to be planted. We plan
on providing scheduled days and times
where members can help in maintaining the
dahlias.


mailto:mogeura@aol.com
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Want Ads and Notices

This is a page that we can all share
with each other.

* |fyou have some dahlia related
material to share, send a note

and we will get it in the want ads.

* |Ifyouwant something. A specific
tuber, some fertilizer, some help
with a growing problem, send a note
and we will get it in the want ads.

* |fyou have a gardening/plant
related notice (like a show or sale for
another society), send a note

and we will get it in the want ads.

Send a note to:

* bonddiane9@gmail.com

if you want to put somethingin
the want ads.



mailto:bonddiane9@gmail.com
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