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Letter from the President 
Dear Friends,

“The days are shorter, and the stems are weaker, but there are 
still many beautiful late blooms”.  This is what I tell those who 
ask, “How is your garden doing?”   

Our September meeting/potluck at Diane and Bob’s in the 
Oakland Hills was well attended.  They are great hosts who 
whetted our appetites with tasty home grilled pizzas.  The
garden, food offerings and wine were spectacular.  It was lovely to visit together after our 
successful show.  Thank you to Diane and Bob. 

At the October meeting we will talk about whether to dig now or in the spring, share 
methods of storing tubers for success over the winter and break into small groups for 
hands on dividing experience.    Planting a cover crop and refreshing the soil will also be 
discussed. 

November is our annual board member election according to our Constitution and By-
Laws.  https://tinyurl.com/SLDS-2021-Constitution-ByLaws

Nominations from the floor will be taken for the positions of President, Vice President, 
Secretary, Treasurer and the three at large board positions at the October meeting.  

https://tinyurl.com/SLDS-2021-Constitution-ByLaws


If you are interested in throwing your hat in the ring 
for one of the positions, please contact Linda 
Bailey (grantsky1@icloud.com), who has 
graciously agreed to fill the role as chair of the 
Nominating Committee.   

We had 6 new members join at our Annual Dahlia 
Show in addition many new members this year.  
Please introduce yourself and  make them feel 
welcome at our upcoming meetings.  

Regards,

Ellen

Letter from the President (continued) 



• Opening remarks   Ellen

• Introduction of visitors  Ellen

     and new members

• Approval of minutes   

      and treasurers report

• Show Review   All

• Your October Garden  Chris, Kristi 

• Digging, Dividing, Storing and Curtis

• Garden G&A

• Election   Linda

• Announcements

• PSW Conference 2025  Ellen and 

• Holiday Potluck  Lana

• New Dahlias

• Closing    Ellen  

• Next Meeting November 19, 2024

October 2024 Meeting Agenda



Next Meeting:
• November 19, 2024

• Officer and Board Member 
Elections

• Jeff Bennett, the curator of the 
Iris Garden at the East Bay Regional 
Park District’s Dry Creek Garden in 
Union City will speak about the Dry 
Creek Garden



Meeting Social Time 6:30-7:00

We are a social bunch who like to 
share food and exchange garden 
stories. Therefore, we are trying 
something new beginning with our 
October Meeting. 
The doors to the church will be open at 
6:30 p.m. for all who want to come and 
visit, share garden photos and snacks, 
trade tubers and get to know each 
other better.   T-shirts will also be on 
sale at this time.  This will allow us to 
start the meeting promptly at 7 p.m. 
and get through our program on time. 



Last Name First Name Email Phone
Anemone Annie florets@dmail.com 555.555.1234
Collarette Curtis littlepetals@dmail.com 555.555.1235
Formaldec Fantasia buttonedup@dmail.com 555.555.1236
Informaldec Izzy wildone@dmail.com 555.555.1237
Orchette Oscar involute@dmail.com 555.555.1238
Semicactus Sam spikyone@dmail.com 555.555.1239
Waterlily Winnefred cuppy@dmail.com 555.555.1240

Member Contact Lists 
We will be circulating a member contact list with the names, email addresses and 

phone numbers of current members at the October meeting, with the agreement that 

the list will not be shared publicly or with non-San Leandro Dahlia Society members.   

There have been multiple requests to share our member contact information within the 

group as was done previously. 

If you would like to opt out of sharing your contact info with the club members, please 

email the Membership Chair Diane Bond  no later than October 14th at 

bonddiane9@gmail.com.  Write in the subject line  Do Not Share My Contact & your 

name.  We need your name because many of the email addresses do not provide a clue 

as to who you are.  

mailto:florets@dmail.com
mailto:littlepetals@dmail.com
mailto:buttonedup@dmail.com
mailto:wildone@dmail.com
mailto:involute@dmail.com
mailto:spikyone@dmail.com
mailto:cuppy@dmail.com
mailto:bonddiane9@gmail.com


The end of the year has not yet arrived, but it is 

time to mark your calendars for the annual Pacific 

Southwest Dahlia Society (PSW) Annual Meeting 

& Conference.  This year’s conference will be 

hosted by the Central Coast Dahlia Society in San 

Luis Obispo.   Detailed information will be 

forward to members as it is provided.   The 

Central Coast Dahlia Society is the newest of the 

five Pacific Southwest Conference (PSW) member 

societies.   The others are the San Leandro Dahlia 

Society, the Dahlia Society of California (SF), the 

Monterey Bay Dahlia Society and the San Diego 

Dahlia Society.  Together we represent the whole 

of California.  

San Luis Obispo is a lovely location only 3 hours 

from the Bay Area and the home of Cal Poly State 

University.  It is the perfect location for a 

weekend getaway and is a foodie paradise.   

Save the Date
February 22, 2025- PSW Annual Meeting



American Dahlia Society National Show
The San Leandro Dahlia Society was well represented at the American Dahlia Society 
National Show in Wenatchee, Washington, September 6-7.  John Morton, Peggy and 
Kevin Murphy, Frances, Troy and Jon Kawaguchi, Quamrun and Gary Eldridge. Louise 
and George Henriksen, Ellen Muir and Cris Whyte were in attendance.   The 
Federation of Northwest Dahlia Growers put on a fantastic show.    Chicago is the 
location of the ADS & Midwest Dahlia Conference Show on September 18-22, 2025, 
hosted by the Central States Dahlia Society.   Information will be provided in the ADS 
Bulletin and shared with members as available. 



American Dahlia Society National Show

SLDS members make their 
presence known in Wenatchee



Annual Open House at the Eldridge Home 

A good time was had by 
all wandering the 
glorious dahlia gardens 
at Quamrun’s home.  

Thank you Quamrun for 
inviting us into your 
gardens. 



Kudos and Congratulations

Kudos to Patricia, Marilyn and Olivia and 

others who coordinated the flower sale at our 

show.  We made money for our reserves and 

made many attendees happy to leave with 

blooms to grace their homes.  Good Job!

Mark Oldenkamp was elected President of the 

American Dahlia Society, after many years of 

service by outgoing President, Brad Freeman.  

Mark is known to the SLDS as a former 

Californian and longtime member and 

supporter.  He is very involved in the Portland 

Dahlia Society who hosted the 2023 ADS 

National Show.   Mark, a member of the ADS 

Executive Board for several years, is an 

excellent choice for this role. Congratulations 

to Mark on his new role. 



Board Meeting
November 14, 2024 (Thursday) 7-8:30 p.m.  All members are welcome to attend as we 

plan activities for the 2025 calendar. 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89150045939?pwd=21uMJcPJ8LH5U3CCLp05Antci8N6qy.1

 Meeting ID: 891 5004 5939 Passcode: 736430

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89150045939?pwd=21uMJcPJ8LH5U3CCLp05Antci8N6qy.1


RECOGNITION 
Salt and Honey Catering owned by member Olivia Colt Lee, provided the food for our

2024 Show luncheon.   Please 
be sure to like and comment 
and their Facebook page or 
connect with them for your 
next event at 
https://saltandhoneycatering.
com



AUTUMN LIGHTS

The Gardens at Lake Merritt host a fundraiser 
every October. called the  Autumn Lights 
Festival.   All of the gardens are lit up with 
displays of lights.  

The San Leandro Dahlia Society will have a table 
for our Annual Show, Tuber and Plant sale and 
Membership sign ups.  Chris Dix is coordinating 
with the Garden managers and will have a 
limited number of free passes for the event for 
those who volunteer to staff our table.  Please 
talk to him at the upcoming meeting or by email 
(ChrisDix@lakewoodkitchens.biz ) if you would 
like to volunteer.  We need two people per 
night.  

See link to the right  if you would like to  buy 
tickets.   It is recommended to buy your tickets 
early as they often sell out.

https://gardensatlakemerritt.org/aut
umn-lights-festival-2024/ 

https://gardensatlakemerritt.org/autumn-lights-festival-2024/
https://gardensatlakemerritt.org/autumn-lights-festival-2024/


SLDS Annual 
Election, 
November 19
Advance Happy New Year! 
January 2025 will begin with a 
refreshed set of: Officers, Board 
and Committee* Members. 
Please submit a nomination or 
state a continued interest for the 
following positions:
• Officer President
• Officer Vice President
• Officer Secretary
• Officer Treasurer
• Board Member 1
• Board Member 2
• Board Member 3



SLDS Annual Election, November 19 (continued)

Members are needed for the following:
• Committee: Youth Outreach
• Committee: Membership
• Committee: Newsletter
• Committee: Publicity, Garden Club Outreach
• Committee: Hospitality
• Committee: Social Media/Instagram/Facebook
• Committee: Mentorship, Judge Education
• Committee: Meeting Program
• Committee: Annual Dahlia Show
• Committee: Show results reporter &amp; ADS Bulletin reporter
• Committee: Tuber and Plant Sale
• Committee: Community Outreach (fairs, Cherry Festival, etc.)
• Committee: Flower sales
• Committee: Club historian/archivist
• Committee: Technical Support
*Committee assignments can be modified as needed



SLDS Annual 
Election, 
November 19 
(continued)

• For more information on the responsibilities of each role, here is the 
link to the SLDS Constitution and
• By-Laws. https://tinyurl.com/SLDS-2022-Constitution or talk to one 
of the current officers to learn more about what they do. 
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/y2ph39lqpymytpbc4imly/2024-SLDS-
Officers-Board-
Committee.xlsx?rlkey=2y4zexf25yp0vay5l3yyjulpu&st=opdv8uyd&dl=0

• Send the nominations by November 12 to: Linda Bailey, 
Grantsky1@icloud.com , 925 330-8222

https://tinyurl.com/SLDS-2022-Constitution
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/y2ph39lqpymytpbc4imly/2024-SLDS-Officers-Board-Committee.xlsx?rlkey=2y4zexf25yp0vay5l3yyjulpu&st=opdv8uyd&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/y2ph39lqpymytpbc4imly/2024-SLDS-Officers-Board-Committee.xlsx?rlkey=2y4zexf25yp0vay5l3yyjulpu&st=opdv8uyd&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/y2ph39lqpymytpbc4imly/2024-SLDS-Officers-Board-Committee.xlsx?rlkey=2y4zexf25yp0vay5l3yyjulpu&st=opdv8uyd&dl=0
mailto:Grantsky1@icloud.com


WANT ADS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
TECH HELP NEEDED:

• Remote or in meeting Zoom facilitators -contact Ellen if you can provide 

support for hybrid meetings throughout the year.

THIS IS TECH SUPPORT
Have you tried unplugging it and 
plugging it back in?



Fashion 
Alert in 
Idaho!
SLDS member at large
DJ Eckelbarger sporting 
the latest in gardening 
fashion.



Want Ads and Notices

This is a page that we can all share 
with each other. 
• If you have some dahlia related 
material to share, send a note 
and we will get it in the want ads.
• If you want something. A specific 
tuber, some fertilizer, some help 
with a growing problem, send a note 
and we will get it in the want ads.
• If you have a gardening/plant 
related notice (like a show or sale for 
another society), send a note 
and we will get it in the want ads.

Send a note to :
• bonddiane9@gmail.com
if you want to put something in 
the want ads.

mailto:bonddiane9@gmail.com
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