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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

At our 2025 dahlia show, 7 new members joined the San Leandro Dahlia 
Society! We welcome Eric, Amelia, Sheila & Cam, Rich, Jane and Will. Please 
plan to come to our next meeting on September 16th . We meet around 6:30 for 
a casual social gathering and refreshments and start the meeting at 7 p.m.
Details and the location are on the next page.



September 16, 2025

Social Hour: 6:30 - 7:00 PM

Meeting: 7:00 – 9:00 PM

Church of Christ

601 MacArthur Blvd

San Leandro CA 94577  (parking in the rear)

September 2025 Meeting

• Opening Remarks  Ellen Muir
• Introduction of visitors Ellen Muir
• Approval of minutes  Ellen Muir
• Treasurers report  Frances Kawaguchi
• Show review   All
• Seed Saving   Kristi Whitfield
• smore newsletter  Diane Bond    
• Q&A about your fall  All
     garden  
• Announcements and  Ellen Muir
       closing

Next meeting
October 21, 2025



SLDS Board Meeting
Tuesday, October 7
7-8:30PM

ZOOM
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83712026518?

Meeting ID: 837 1202 6518
Passcode: 047921

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83712026518?pwd%3DcVNHVkJid1JadEp0SE9GQVJ1czRBQT09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw35YslXmE4vzd-u32c12s-q


Dear Dahlia Friends,
Thanks to everyone for helping put on a great 2025 San Leandro 
Dahlia Society show. Many of our member entries made it to the 
Court of Honor!
We had not been back to the Gardens at Lake Merritt since 2022. 
The location was spacious and accommodated our blooms. We had 
a warm welcoming table at the entrance, a spectacular photo 
booth designed by Lana and Cristina and abundant bouquet sales 
organized by Olivia, Patricia and assisted by Camy, Kathy, Herb and 
others.

Letter from the President 

The atmosphere was welcoming and inviting for our exhibitors andthe public all due to YOU, 
our members. It was a true team effort from brand new and longtime members alike. We will 
share our show highlights and what we can improve upon at our next meeting.
September is a great month for dahlias in the Bay Area. Many cultivars are displaying
their best blooms. Please bring some of your favorites to the meeting to show off.

Best,
Ellen Muir
President



The Show was amazing!

Link to beautiful photos of our 2025 show
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1NzXICp1q41vr3xu8oopN-
22v4AWxI0hq?usp=drive_link
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LOST AND FOUND ITEMS FROM THE SHOW

If you accidentally came home with containers, buckets, dishes, pin 
frogs, vases or anything from the show that is not yours, please bring 
them to the September 16th meeting. As usual, in the process of 
packing up, items get misplaced or left behind.
Patricia is missing a few floral containers. THANKS

SHOW REIMBURSEMENTS AND DONATIONS

If you purchased refreshments 
or goods for the show and would 
like to be reimbursed, please 
contact our Treasurer, Frances 
Kawaguchi with the amount, 
what it is for and the receipt at 
frkawaguchi@gmail.com.  If you 
prefer not to be reimbursed and 
want an SLDS donation receipt, 
please email her as well with the 
item and donation amount.  

mailto:frkawaguchi@gmail.com


LABEL YOUR PLANTS AND BLOOMS NOW!

Before the last blooms of your plants are gone, please make sure 
that you have all of them accurately labeled or marked with the 
cultivar name and number. This is best to do when you can see the 
bloom.
At our Spring tuber sale, our buyers want to know that what they are 
buying matches the name on the tuber, the photo displayed and the 
size. Our spring tuber/plant sale funds our events and annual show 
and we want to maintain good quality control Some growers keep a 
detailed garden layout in addition to labels or tags attached to the 
stalk of plants. See two examples shown below.
Mixing up tubers when dividing is also a risk which we will discuss in 
our October meeting when digging, dividing and storing tubers is 
covered.



DAHLIA MENTORING AND HANDS ON AT 
MULFORD GARDEN PARK 
Jon Kawguchi is welcoming help from members who would like to help him disbud, 
deadhead and care for our newest SLDS public garden.  This is an opportunity to 
learn more about growing and caring for dahlias.   In the future, he will schedule a 
digging and dividing day.   He is at the garden on Tuesday and Fridays 10-12.   Contact 
Jon at mogeura@aol.com or (510) 331-3337.

Mulford Garden Park 

13055 Aurora Dr

San Leandro, CA

mailto:mogeura@aol.com


Autumn Lights Festival
October 16-18, 2025
This year, the San Leandro Dahlia Society will be represented at the Autumn 
Lights Festival.  Volunteers are needed to decorate the dahlia garden with lights, 
staff a table in the garden, share information about dahlia growing, and the SLDS,  
sell T shirts and aprons and enjoy the festival. 
Chris Dix is our point person for the event and will have free passes for those who 
volunteer.   A sign-up sheet will be available at the September meeting.   

For more information and the link to tickets: 
https://gardensatlakemerritt.org/autumn-lights-festival-2025/

https://gardensatlakemerritt.org/autumn-lights-festival-2025/
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smore collaborative newsletter software

Diane is proposing that we buy a subscription to smore for our newsletter.  See 
the screenshot above.  We will discuss this idea at the September meeting.
• Multiple members can collaborate on the newsletter at the same time
• Distribution lists all in one place
• $100 annually
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